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MINUTES 

Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, February 11, 2019 

5:00 P.M. Ordinance Committee 

5:30 P.M. Finance Committee Budget Workshop 

 

7:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present:   Councilors Bingham, Copp, Edes, Gruber, Stiles, Storey-King and Turner 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to accept the January 28, 2019 meeting 

minutes as presented. 

VOTE: 5-0-2 (Storey-King and Gruber abstained) MOTION PASSES 

 

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Janene Gorham of the Forest Lake Association gave an update on the results of the Forest Lake Watershed 

Survey: 
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Beth Andrews and her daughter, Lauren Lamberson, made a request of a $2,000.00 donation from the 

Town to LifeFlight.  When Lauren was 5 years old, she and her family were involved in a plane crash on 

Kezar Lake.  Lauren was submerged under water and was unconscious when her mother was finally able to 

free her from the plane. She was taken by LifeFlight to Medical Center and miraculously, the only injury 

she suffered was a major concussion.   Councilor Turner advised that there is a $2,000.00 donation slotted 

for LifeFlight in this year’s budget.  

 

 

III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Beth Waldman of 86 Wyman Way said that she is here on behalf of the Village Green community and to 

reiterate their concerns about the current Public Works issues, including the recent discovery of dangerous 

levels of methane gas.   She asked for an update on the progress of the Public Works issues and what funds 

have been budgeted to address the concerns of the neighborhood.  

 

Town Manager Shane responded that the methane is located 10 to 15 feet below ground surface and we are 

waiting for approval from the DEP on a plan to put in two large trenches in order to vent the trapped 

methane.  This should happen sometime in April or May.  The homeowners that are adjacent to the Public 

Works facility have had monitoring meters installed in their basements at the Town’s expense, and the Fire 

Department will monitor gas levels monthly.  After the area is vented, the gas will dissipate into the 

atmosphere and the levels will come back down.  The mitigation costs have been budgeted in the next 

fiscal years budget.  
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Chairman Copp added that we are currently looking at location for the compost pile, brush dump as well as 

the sand and salt shed and that cost will also likely be in the next budget.  

 

IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   
 

19 – 018 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on amendments to Chapter 48 (Coastal Waters) of 

the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Coastal Waters Commission. 

Councilor Storey-King explained that most of these amendments have to do with kayaks and paddleboards and is 

mostly housekeeping.   

 

Chairman Copp opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Copp closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Edes, to amend Chapter 48 (Coastal Waters) of the 

Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Coastal Waters Commission. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 019 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on amendments to Chapter 84 (Fees and Fines), 

Section 12 (Moorings) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Coastal Waters 

Commission. 

Councilor Storey-King explained that this is related to the fees and fines for kayak storage and moorings based on 

the amendments in the previous item.  

 

Chairman Copp opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion:  None 

Chairman Copp closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Edes, to amend Chapter 84 (Fees and Fines), Section 12 

(Moorings) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Coastal Waters Commission. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 020 To consider and act on beginning the process of amending the Contract Zone Agreement with 

Heritage Village Development Group, LLC. 

Town Manager Shane explained that this is the third step in a nine step process.  This is for the lot on Route One 

near the Falmouth town line.  It will be an exciting project and if it gets through this step, we will hear more about 

the specific plan at the Council facilitated neighborhood meeting that will be held in late February or early March.  

 

Chairman Copp asked for any public comment. 

No public comments. 

 

Councilor Storey-King said that she is not in favor of this because of the number of dwelling units proposed.  

150 additional units in that area is just too much in her opinion.  

 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Turner, to accept staff’s recommendation to begin the 

process to amend the Contract Zone Agreement with Heritage Village Development Group, LLC. 

VOTE:  6-1 (Storey-King opposed) MOTION PASSES 
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19 – 021 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Class I Liquor License application for Rachel’s 

On the Green, for the period of March 29, 2019 – March 29, 2020. 

Town Manager Shane said that staff is recommending approval. 

 

Chairman Copp opened the Public Hearing. 

Public comment: None 

Chairman Copp closed the Public Hearing.  

 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to approve the Class 1 Liquor License application for 

Rachel’s On the Green, for the period of March 29, 2019 – March 29, 2020. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 022 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Farm Based Special Events License renewal 

for Joanne Fryer of Mowfield Farm. 

Town Manager Shane said that staff is recommending approval of this license renewal.  

 

Chairman Copp opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Copp closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Turner, to renew the Farm Based Special Events 

License for Joanne Fryer of Mowfield Farm for the period of February 11, 2019 to February 11, 2020. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 023 To hear a report and request the appointment of an ad hoc Historical Society Building 

Committee to work on the logistics of moving the Historical Society building to the Library site.    
Town Manager Shane explained that the Historical Society is in need of structural repairs.  The Town met with the 

Historical Society and discussed the building at its present site and determined that it might be money better spent 

to move the building to the Library site in order to preserve it and allow it to be enjoyed by the many patrons who 

visit the Library.  The Historical Society has approved the plan to develop a building committee that would be 

comprised of 2 Town Councilors, 2 members of the Library Board and 2 members of the Historical Society to help 

us in the process of moving the building. There is a lot of work to be done and the action this evening is to get the 

process started.  

 

Chairman Copp asked for any public comment. 

Tom Foley, Chairman of the Prince Memorial Library Advisory Board, said the Board is in favor of moving the 

Historical Society building to the Library, but they are concerned that to do so as a single project may cost the 

Towns of Cumberland and North Yarmouth far more expense and disruption than if the inevitable expansion of the 

Library is included in the planning stage of the Historical Society move.  He respectfully recommended that the 

architect chosen for the project be required to include the footprint for the future expansion of the Library along 

with the plan to relocate the Historical Society building.  

 

Susan Gallo, President of the Friends of Prince Memorial Library said that the Friends raises money for the 

Library on a small scale and they have been saving money to help with a future Library expansion and they 

support this project and plan to help financially. 
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Joanne Fryer of Mowfield Farm said that she would love to do a fundraiser for the Historical Society to help raise 

money.  

 

Judy Gagnon said that she is a new member of the Cumberland Historical Society and has read through all the 

meeting notes that she has been able to find on the subject of the move and it has left her with a lot of questions.  

Her biggest question is why are we moving the building now and displacing the Historical Society for a project 2 

years away?   She hopes for transparency and clear communication moving forward.  As a board member, she does 

not want to read about a meeting with the Historical Society on the Town Crier.  

 

Councilor Gruber reminded Ms. Gagnon that all Town Committee meetings are open to the public and we are 

always transparent.  

 

Deb Dugas of the Cumberland Historical Society said that she also read through the Historical Society meeting 

minutes trying to get some clarity about this project.  It is still very unclear to her and going forward, everything 

needs to be spelled out in detail exactly what will be done and in what timeframe.  She would also like to see a 

long-term agreement between the Town and Historical Society in regard to the continued use of the building by the 

Historical Society.  

 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to forward appointments to the Historical Society 

Building Committee to the Nominating Committee. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 024 To set a Public Hearing date of February 25th to consider and act on amendments to Chapter 250 

(Subdivision of Land) to include a Conservation Subdivision option, as recommended by the 

Planning Board. 
Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Edes, to set a Public Hearing date of February 25th to 

consider and act on amendments to Chapter 250 (Subdivision of Land) to include a Conservation Subdivision 

option, as recommended by the Planning Board.   

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

19 – 025 To set a Public Hearing date of February 25th to consider and act on repealing Chapter 315 

(Zoning), Section 43 (Clustered, dispersed and traditional residential developments) of the 

Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Planning Board.  
  Note: some of these provisions have been relocated to the revised Subdivision Ordinance. 

Motion by Councilor Turner, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to set a Public Hearing date of February 25th to 

consider and act on repealing Chapter 315 (Zoning), Section 43 (Clustered, dispersed and traditional residential 

developments) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Planning Board. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

Councilor Bingham – the Finance Committee met with the Town auditor last week and reviewed the 

Town audit report.  We received a completely clean opinion and there were no deficiencies in internal 

controls.  Our Town is being managed in a very fiscally responsible manner.  
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Councilor Gruber – he attended a meeting on Saturday at Town Hall on brown tail moths.  He did not 

realize how many brown tail moth nests we have in this community.  We are looking into how to control 

the problem.  More information on this to come. 

 

Councilor Edes – none 

   

Councilor Storey-King – she and the Town Manager missed the last Council meeting because they were 

at a Windham Planning Board meeting advocating for the residents of West Cumberland.  

 

We had a meeting recently for the large landowners in our community that was well attended.  There was a 

lot of good information regarding options that these landowners have.  

 

Final paving will be done on Middle Road this spring.  Road cuts for water or natural gas have to be done 

before the final paving takes place. Once final paving is done, there will be no cuts allowed for 5 years.  

 

She wished Councilor Bingham good luck. He will be presenting at the Library on February 28th on his trip 

to Mount Everest.  

 

Good luck to all Greely competitors during tourney week.  

 

Chairman Copp – none 

 

Councilor Stiles – he thanked Councilor Copp for his continued support of donating to the Food Pantry 

4-H fund.  He reminded the public that his goal is to collect $10 from 1,000 residents of Cumberland and 

North Yarmouth to benefit the Food Pantry and also the 4-H kids. 

 

Councilor Turner – the noise of installing the pilings for the new pier at Broad Cove Reserve should be 

starting soon.   The nuisance of the noise will be worth it when the pier is completed.  

 

Town Manager Shane – our Finance Director, Heather Perreault, will be leaving us to take a job as 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance for the State of Maine. This is a huge loss for us, but a great opportunity 

for Heather.  We will truly miss her.  

 

Cumberland was ranked #1 in the State as the safest place in Maine to live.   

 

The Tax Assessor has completed his property audit.  Each property was visited to make sure that the data 

we have on the property card matched the actual property.  Many errors were discovered that will be 

corrected.  

 

The FY2020 budget information will be on our website this week.  The Council will meet in workshop to 

review the proposed budget on February 25th, March 4th and 11th and Saturday, March 16th.  The budget 

adoption public hearing will be on March 25th or April 8th.  

 

Nomination papers will be available from the Town Clerk on March 4th.  There are two Town Council and 

two School Board seats open for anyone who may be interested in running.  
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VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(A)(1) re: a personnel matter and pursuant to 

Title 36 M.R.S.A. Section 841(2) to consider and act on application for tax abatement based on hardship. 

 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to recess to EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant 

to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(A)(1) re: a personnel matter and pursuant to Title 36 M.R.S.A. Section 841(2) to 

consider and act on application for tax abatement based on hardship. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  8:30 P.M. 

 

Reconvene to regular session at 8:51 P.M. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   8:51 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Brenda L. Moore 

Council Secretary 


