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MINUTES 
Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 
MONDAY, February 26, 2018 

 
 
5:00 P.M.  Finance Committee Budget Workshop 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 
Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to recess to Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., 
§ 405(6)(C) re: real property. 
VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
TIME:  6:50 P.M. 

 
Reconvene to regular session at 7:05 P.M. 
 
7:00 P.M. Call to Order 
Present:   Councilors Copp, Edes, Gruber, Stiles, Storey-King and Turner 
Excused:  Councilor Bingham 
 
I. BUSINESS INTRODUCTION 

• Copp Motors 
Ron Copp said that he is the 4th generation at Copp Motors. They are a family business who has 
been in business for over 50 years. They are a towing business, they sell used cars, service 
vehicles and do body work.  They are open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday.   

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to accept the February 12, 2018 meeting 
minutes as presented. 
VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
 

III. MANAGER’S REPORT 
• Legislative Update from Representative Dale Denno 

Representative Denno gave an update of some of the bills that the legislature has considered 
recently.  

 
IV. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Councilor Turner read the following statement in response to the recent article in the Forecaster and 
Portland Press Herald in regard to a statement he made at the last Council meeting, which was taken out 
of context: 
My comment, “lack of diversity may have played a role in Maine’s low crime rate”, was used in an 
article latent with innuendo involving racist overtones.  All we have of real value is our good name.   
I have enjoyed a total of 38 years of service in Cumberland (25 on the Board of Appeals and 12 as an 
elected official).  Once unleashed, it’s hard to disprove a negative. I hope that my service has done just 
that.  The innuendo in the Forecaster article doesn’t only call into question my character, but the wisdom 
of the voters of Cumberland for allowing me to serve all these years.  I had considered letting my term 
expire this spring before this incident, but that could be construed as giving into an apparent assault on 
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my integrity. I fully intend to run for another 3-year term to give citizens the opportunity to pass whatever 
judgement they may have.  I have been cautioned by my friends not to overreact to possible unfortunate 
politics.  People who know me, know the truth.  What about the people who don’t know me? I ask you 
how is it possible to overreact to an unfair questioning of your integrity? For the record, I abhor racism 
and applaud the fact that we are more and more diverse as a society.  Power of the press is enormous in 
influencing public opinion.  With that power goes an awesome responsibility to seek the truth.  Far from 
a truth seeking mission, the article stretched the bounds of logic.  I draw strength from the many 
expressions of support from my friends and constituents in the face of what may have been an 
overzealous attempt to enforce political correctness. 
 
Brad Hilton of Blanchard Road said that he feels it is important to ask our local officials how they feel 
about important national issues, such as gun control.   He hopes to hear some debate from the candidates 
running for Town Council and School Board.  This is important to him and our local officials have 
tremendous influence in the safety of our schools.  
 
Janine Gorham of 25 Forest Lane said that she would like the Council to be more aware of the ongoing 
growth of the gravel pits in West Cumberland.  She showed some pictures of how much the pits have 
expanded over the years.  She said that she would like to form a subcommittee, possibly working with 
Storey Brothers, to find a solution that will work for everybody, such as a sound abatement wall, planting 
large vegetation or restricting the use of the loudest equipment.  

 
V. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   
 
18 – 021 Presentation from Casco Bay CAN re: the Maine Integrated Youth Health Survey. 
Beth Blakeman-Pohl of Casco Bay CAN presented the following: 
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18 – 022 To authorize the Town Manager to execute a License Agreement with 179 Foreside Road, LLC 
for the new pier at Broad Cove Reserve. 

Town Manager Shane explained that this agreement is for capital replacement of the pier at Broad Cove Reserve 
($150,000) and up to $5,000 in annual contributions for maintenance and an additional $5,000 annually for 
future replacement costs from the homeowners association. The agreement can be rescinded by either party with 
notice to the other party. The homeowners association has stated that they will not sign off on the agreement, but 
Town Manager Shane urges the Town Council to move forward on this and accept the $150,000 from Bateman 
Partners.   
 
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to authorize the Town Manager to execute a 
License Agreement with 179 Foreside Road, LLC for the new pier at Broad Cove Reserve. 
VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
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18 – 023 To consider and act on authorizing the Code Enforcement Officer to execute a Consent 
Agreement with the owners of 23 Carriage Road. 

Town Manager Shane explained that there is a 6-foot encroachment to the setback that was discovered during the 
selling process.  The Town Attorney has reviewed this and is recommending approval.  
 
Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Copp, to authorize the Code Enforcement Officer to 
execute a Consent Agreement with the owners of 23 Carriage Road and collect $500 for legal fees. 
VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
 
 
18 – 024 Town Manager budget overview. 
Town Manager Shane presented the following: 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Councilor Gruber – He spoke at the Library recently in regard to the Aging in Place Program.  
 
The Food Pantry applied for a grant to purchase a walk-in refrigerator and freezer.  He feels that we 
are in very good standing to receive the $20,000 grant.  
 
The Food Pantry continues to do very well and he appreciates all the support, donations and 
everyone who volunteers their time.  
 
The Conservation Subdivision Committee continues their work.  They will be reporting to the 
Council soon.  
 
He will attend a meeting with the Forest Lake Association and the Turnpike Authority regarding the 
new ramps that the Turnpike installed for the snowplows to turn around.  
 
He warned motorists to be mindful of people snow blowing the end of their driveways and drive 
carefully.  
 
Councilor Storey-King – The speed of traffic on Middle Road seems to be a problem with the road 
improvements.  She suggested a speed detail be considered.  
 
This Thursday, Greely girl’s will take on Hampden Academy for the State Title in Class A 
basketball, then Greely boy’s will be facing Hampden Academy for the State Title in Class A 
basketball.  Greely boy’s and girl’s track and Greely girl’s ice hockey all won the State Title.  It has 
been a very successful year for Greely sports.  
 
Councilor Copp – We really have some phenomenal athletes at Greely. Great job to all! 
 
Chairman Edes – None 
 
Councilor Stiles – He thanked his fellow Town Councilor’s who donated to the 4-H auction to 
benefit the Food Pantry.  He reminded residents that they too can give to this worthy cause. 
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He has been studying the amount of money that the Cumberland Farmer’s Club has paid to the town 
for Fire/Rescue services at their events.  The Farmer’s Club is being required to have a lot of 
Fire/Rescue personnel at their events and they have no option go outside the Town for medical 
coverage.  He requested that the Town look into this matter.  
 
Councilor Turner – None 
 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to adjourn. 
VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS  
TIME:   9:22 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Brenda L. Moore 
Council Secretary 
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