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MINUTES 
Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, January 13, 2014 

 

 

6:00 P.M. Workshop re: the Comprehensive Plan Update Committee’s recommendation  
 

7:00 p.m. Call to Order 

Present:  Councilors Stiles, Gruber, Copp, Storey-King, Edes, Turner and Bingham 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Copp, to accept the December 23, 2013 minutes as 

presented. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
 

III. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Town Manager Shane said that he will give his report during new business. 
 

IV. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

None 
 

V. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   

   

14 – 001 To hear a report re: Natural Gas 2014 – what’s next. 

Town Manager Shane introduced Special Projects Coordinator, Emily Fisher.  Emily is a Deans List 

student at UNH, majoring in Business Administration.  Emily and Eliza Porter will be interning during 

school breaks.  

 

Ms. Fisher gave the following presentation: 
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Councilor Bingham asked Ms. Fisher if the Town will have a list of licensed contractors for the public to 

refer to. 

 

Ms. Fisher said that list will be available on the Town website under the natural gas section. 

 

Chairman Stiles asked on behalf of anyone who may worry about natural gas, if it is safe. 

 

Ms. Fisher said that natural gas has been proven to be safer than propane and oil.  

 

Chairman Stiles thanked Ms. Fisher for her presentation. 

 

14 – 002 To hear a report from the Town Manager/Tax Collector re: foreclosed properties. 

Town Manager Shane explained that on December 18
th

, 11 properties were foreclosed upon.  Per the Town 

Council foreclosure policy (aka the Murray Policy), the Council has allowed Town staff to work with those 

property owners for up to 3 months.  During those 3 months, the back taxes can be repaid, a quit claim 

deed will be issued, and the owners will get their properties back. The Manager recommended that the 

same policy be continued for these 11 properties.  

 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Turner, to take the action that the Town Manager 

recommended. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 
  

14 – 003 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a recommendation from the Lands & 

Conservation Commission re: foreclosed properties on Cottage Farm Road and Greely 

Road Extension. 

Chairman Stiles opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Brad Hilton of Blanchard Road said that he is a member of the Lands and Conservation Commission and is 

an abutter to the rear of the Greely Road Extension property.  Mr. Hilton said that it is his suggestion, and 

that of the Lands & Conservation Commission, to retain the two properties as Town owned land. This will 

not cost the Town anything since we already own the properties.  Then, over time, he would like to see the 

existing trails upgraded.  The trails have been made and maintained by the residents of the area. The Lands 

& Conservation Commission could assist the residents in maintaining the trails. Mr. Hilton said that to sell 

the properties and have housing developments built on them would be wrong. This open space is the only 
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open space in the neighborhood that is still owned by the Town. There is 10 foot wide easement that could 

easily connect the three parcels (see yellow arrow on map below).  

 

 

 
 

 

Timothy Johnson of 27 Archer Lane said that he knows the trails in the area very well.  The Cottage Farms 

property is an important parcel because of the “wild life flow”.   

 

Ivy Frignoca of 2 Sparhawk Lane said that her entire neighborhood accesses the trail system through the 

Cottage Farms Road parcel. She asked why the Town is considering selling the parcel. It is very wet and 

she doesn’t think it would be a suitable building lot.  

 

Mark Goettle of Sparhawk Lane said that there is a stream that runs under the Cottage Farms Road parcel. 

It is swampy ¾ of the year. Any developer that would want to develop the parcel would have to fill the 

swamp. He asked the Council to consider the environmental implications of that.  Mr. Goettle said that he 

does not support the sale of the property.  

 

Sam York, Chairman of the Lands & Conservation Commission said that he would like the Council to 

consider that the potential connectivity of the three parcels is the most important part of the Council’s 

decision to keep or sell the parcels. If the property is sold and developed, there will be no chance to connect 

the trails and the migratory habitat will be seriously interrupted. He requested that this is considered versus 

the small gain the Town may get to the tax rolls over time. 

 

Everett White of 26 Mayflower Drive said that he walks the trail almost every day.  He feels that with 

some volunteers, the trails could be maintained. He has a good visual of the Cottage Farms parcel and 

knows that is very wet all year round and that there is a lot of wildlife in that area.  
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Councilor Copp reminded everyone that the Council does not necessarily think that selling and developing 

these parcels is the best choice. He asked if any of the abutting neighbors would like to be given the land as 

a gift and start pay taxes on it.  As a Council, they have a responsibility to the tax payers of our Town. We 

have to make these foreclosed properties pay or come up with another option so it is not a stagnant piece of 

land.  

 

John Jensenius of Laurel Lane said that he also frequently walks the trails.  The area is habitat for deer and 

he has seen snowshoe hare tracks (see photo below).  He feels that this area and trail system is a real 

treasure to the Town.  He would not want to see any of the properties sold off.  

 

 
Snowshoe hare tracks 
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Photos courtesy of Mr. Jensenius 

 

 

Councilor Bingham said that future connectivity of our trail system is important. He is in favor keeping all 

three parcels. 

 

Councilor Gruber said that the Council owes it to the taxpayers to go through this process and have this 

conversation.  

 

The following correspondence was sent via e-mail to be included as part of the public record: 
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Chairman Stiles closed the Public Hearing.  

 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Gruber,  to authorize the Town Manager to advertise 

for bids the sale of lots 15 & 16, and to table the sale of lot 18 (lot numbers indicated on map above).  

VOTE:  2-5 (Turner, Storey-King, Bingham, Stiles & Edes opposed)   MOTION FAILED 

 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to table any action on the disposition 

and recommendation of the Lands & Conservation Commission. 

VOTE:  5-2 (Gruber & Copp opposed) MOTION PASSES 

 

Chairman Stiles thanked the public for coming to the meeting this evening and sharing their views with the 

Council.  
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14 – 004 To appoint Chris Bolduc as acting Town Manager in the event of the Town Managers 

absence. 

Town Manager Shane explained that Mr. Bolduc would be acting Town Manager in the event of his 

absence.  Chris is a dedicated and knowledgeable Department Head who has served the Town in multiple 

roles for many years.  

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to appoint Chris Bolduc as acting 

Town Manager in the event of the Town Managers absence. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 005 To set a Public Hearing date (January 27
th

) to consider and act on draft zoning 

amendments to Chapter 315, Article 7, Section 74 (Non-Conforming Uses, Buildings, 

Structures and Lots) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Planning Board.  

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Turner, to set a Public Hearing date of January 27
th

 to 

consider and act on draft zoning amendments to Chapter 315, Article 7, Section 74 (Non-Conforming Uses, 

Buildings, Structures and Lots) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Planning Board. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 006 To set a Public Hearing date (January 27
th

) to consider and act on adopting an ordinance 

for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT). 

Town Manager Shane explained that in order to enact a Payment in Lieu of Taxes, an ordinance is 

required.  This has to do with the Friend’s School who will be requesting the Council’s endorsement of a 

PILOT because they are a non-profit, tax exempt school.  Town Attorney, Ken Cole will be present for a 

Workshop on January 27
th

 to explain more.  

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Edes, to set a Public Hearing date of January 27
th

 to 

consider and act on adopting an ordinance for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT). 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 007 To hear a report from the Town Manager re: Energy Savings Contract (ESCO) and to 

authorize the Town Manager to enter into an Energy Savings Contract with Siemens. 

Town Manager Shane said that Siemens is prepared to do an energy audit of all Town owned buildings, 

and guarantee the energy savings.  The Manager said that he is looking for the support of the Council to 

move forward and begin developing the contract with Siemens. By starting the process now, the Town will 

not have to wait for the schools process to be completed and will be better prepared for the natural gas 

conversion in the fall.  

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to authorize the Town Manager to enter 

into an Energy Savings Letter of Intent with Siemens. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 008 To authorize the Town Manager to accept two anonymous donations of $10,000 and $20,000 to 

be used for food and fuel assistance, and to authorize the Manager to execute gift letters for 

each. 
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Town Manager Shane said that these generous gifts will help stretch our general assistance budget further 

and help more of those in need in our community.  We are so fortunate to have such generous and caring 

families in our community.  

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to authorize the Town Manager to 

accept two anonymous donations of $10,000 and $20,000 to be used for food and fuel assistance, and to 

authorize the Manager to execute gift letters for each. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Councilor Turner – None 

 

Councilor Bingham – None 

 

Councilor Storey-King – there have been a lot of vehicle break-ins lately. She urged people to 

lock their cars and not to keep valuables in their vehicles.  Her friend had her window broken and 

purse stolen from her vehicle in broad daylight in a crowed parking lot at Val Halla. If anyone saw 

anything that day, please contact the Police Department.  

 

Councilor Gruber – there was an article in the paper regarding EcoMaine who will be dropping 

their annual assessment fees to municipalities. This means a savings of $80,000 for our Town.  

 

Chairman Stiles – he and the Town Manager will be testifying in Augusta on Wednesday of this 

week in support of LD1607, an act to reinstate the local communities’ ability to continue the circuit 

breaker program.  

 

Councilor Edes – he had announced previously that he intends to run for Sheriff of Cumberland 

County. He has been asked if he wins, will he be able to continue his service to the Town Council.  

The answer is, yes, there is no conflict.  

 

Councilor Copp – early Saturday morning he responded to a horrific accident on the Turnpike 

involving 4 tractor trailer trucks and a vehicle. The Cumberland Fire Department responded and did 

a tremendous job.  He thanked Chief Small and those who responded for a job well done. 

Thankfully, there were no serious injuries.  

 

Town Manager Shane – he thanked Councilor Copp for recognizing the Fire Department.  He 

agreed that they do a great job.  

 

Thank you to the Lions Club for donating 25 cases of citrus fruit to the Food Pantry. It was very 

well received by patrons of the pantry.  

 

 

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Turner, to recess to Executive Session 

pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  9:26 P.M. 
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Reconvened at 9:48 P.M. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Turner, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  9:49 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

Brenda Moore 

Council Secretary 


