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MINUTES 
Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, May 12, 2014 

 
 

7:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present:   Councilors Stiles, Gruber, Copp, Storey-King, Turner and Bingham 

Excused:  Councilor Edes 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to accept the April 28, 2014 minutes as 

presented. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Town Manager Shane reminded the public that if they have interest in hooking up to natural gas, they 

should let Summit Natural Gas know.  Every road in Town will not necessarily get natural gas if there is 

lack of interest by that neighborhood.  Natural gas will not be installed on speculation.  The following 

roads have shown little to no interest: Carriage Road/Hallmark area, Hedgerow Avenue, Lawn Avenue 

and Glenview Avenue.  All these areas are scheduled for natural gas this year, and to date, Summit 

Natural Gas has had very little response from these areas.  Neighborhood meetings will be held in the 

near future to explain the natural gas process. It is imperative that if anyone has interest in hooking up to 

natural gas, they attend these meetings or contact Summit Natural Gas.  

 

It is bulky waste pick up week. It is not free trash week; it is bulky waste pick up week.  An example of 

bulky waste would be furniture.  Waste Management will not be picking up those items (such as 

construction debris) that should not be left curbside or fits in a town trash bag.  

 

 

III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Girl Scout Troop 106, Grace, Allison & Kallee presented the following on their Silver Project and to 

share news of an exciting event on Memorial Day.  Their project is Surplus2Supper, focusing on the food 

pantry’s surplus items and finding recipes using these items. 
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So far the Girl Scouts have created and distributed nearly 100 Recipe Rings and are continuing to add 

new recipes. They have provided samples of featured recipes including Trail Mix, Mystery Spice Cake 

and Lentil Soup to pantry customers. 

 

  
To help raise awareness of the Community Food Pantry as well as Good Shepherd Food Bank & Cooking 

Matters, we are excited to announce that the Cooking Matters Food Truck will be included in the Town’s 

Memorial Day festivities. 

 

  
They will also be selling copies of their Recipe Rings to help raise money for their project costs.  

In addition they are holding a community food drive for the pantry and will have collection bins at their 

display beside the Food Truck.  

 

  
Another part of the project has been organizing Cooking Matters Grocery Store Tours for the pantry.  
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Cooking Matters at the Store teaches how to get the most for your money by buying fruits & veggies on a 

budget, comparing unit prices, reading food labels & identifying whole grains. They have a tour 

scheduled for this Wednesday, May 14th  at Hannaford in Yarmouth for pantry customers. Another store 

tour will be open to the public on Saturday, May 17
th

 from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM at the Forest Ave. 

Hannaford in Portland.  

 

They thanked Mr. and Mrs. Shane along with many other employees and volunteers for all of their 

support with our project.  

 

Town Manager Shane said that these girls are absolutely amazing and are so committed to our 

community. They put a lot of hard work into their project.  

  

 

Brad Hilton of Blanchard Road asked when the Tax Assessor will reevaluate the lots that were rezoned 

from 4 acres to 2 acres recently. Those parcels, in his opinion, are likely worth more now with the new 

zoning. When will those lot owners see an increase in their property taxes? 

  

Town Manager Shane said that would not happen until a revaluation in 5-10 years.  We are currently at 

100% and a revaluation does not occur unless we are at around 70%. The values today will be the value 

in place until the land is divided.  When the Assessor looks at a property, he takes the zoning that you are 

in and carves out the primary house lot (if you in a 4 acre zone, 4 acres are considered your house lot). 

The remaining acreage is taxed on a per-acre basis, depending on the type of land it is.  The Manager said 

that he does not foresee any significant change in this new zone until those properties are carved out, or 

subdivided.  They would still require the minimum road frontage of 200 feet in that area.  

 

 

IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   

   

14 – 083 To appoint members to the Land Use Committee. 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Turner, to appoint the following to the Land Use Committee: 

 

Steve Moriarty, Chairman 

Jeff Porter          

Bob Waterhouse  

Sally Pierce  

Bob Maloney        

Ron Dillon  

James Orser   

Tom Foley  

John Lambert          

Chris Franklin                                              

Peter Gagne  

Adrian Brown  

Beth Fitzgerald  

Linda Jensen   

Catlin Byers  

Sally Stockwell 

 

Town Council Liaisons: Councilor Storey -King & Councilor Bingham 

Planning Board Liaisons: Chris Neagle & Peter Sherr  

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
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14 – 084 To appoint a member to the Rines Forest Advisory Committee. 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to appoint Brian McAllister Rines Forest Advisory 

Committee. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

14 – 085 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on approving the proposed 2015-2019 Capital 

Improvement Plan, as recommended by the Planning Board.  

Town Manager Shane explained that the Capital Improvement Plan is presented to the Planning Board every 

year, as required by Charter.  Many of the projects that have happened around Town would never have happened 

without the CIP.    

 

Town Manage Shane presented the following on the FY 2015 – FY 2019 CIP: 
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Chairman Stiles opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Stiles closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Turner, to approve the proposed 2015-2019 Capital 

Improvement Plan, as recommended by the Planning Board.  

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 086 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Mass Gathering Permit for the 45
th

 Annual 

Cumberland Arts & Crafts Show to be held on August 7
th

 – 10
th

 at the Cumberland 

Fairgrounds. 

Chairman Stiles opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Stiles closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Copp, to approve the Mass Gathering Permit for the 

45
th

 Annual Cumberland Arts & Crafts Show to be held on August 7
th

 – 10
th

 at the Cumberland Fairgrounds. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 087 To consider and act on authorizing the Town Manager to execute an Easement Deed with 

Kenneth Richards for property located at 162 Fairwind Lane for a Police, Fire & EMS 

antenna. 

Town Manage Shane explained that we have struggled with emergency radio coverage on the Foreside, due to 

the ridge that is created from Middle Road to Route 88.  The ridge causes radio signals to bounce around, 

making it very difficult for our emergency personnel to respond to emergency calls in that area.  Lieutenant 

Calder and the Manager looked at the map of the area and thought that the water tower at the top of Fairwind 

Lane may be a good solution. RCM did a study and determined that an antenna there would be a good solution. 

Portland Water District has given us permission to install the antenna on their tower and advised us that we 

would need an easement from the Richards (the abutting landowner).  The Richards family agreed to the 

easement. More information to come on the actual cost of the antenna system.  

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to authorize the Town Manager to execute an 

Easement Deed with Kenneth Richards for property located at 162 Fairwind Lane for a Police, Fire & EMS 

antenna. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 088 To consider and act on authorizing the Town Manager to accept delinquent taxes and issue a 

quitclaim deed, upon payment of 4,858.93 for property identified as Tax Map R07/Lot 84. 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Turner, to authorize the Town Manager to accept delinquent 

taxes and issue a quitclaim deed, upon payment of 4,858.93 for property identified as Tax Map R07/Lot 84. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes Page 23 
May 12, 2014 

 

14 – 089 To consider and act on authorizing the Town Manager to accept delinquent taxes and issue a 

quitclaim deed, upon payment of $18,230.96 for property identified as Tax Map U20/Lot 70A. 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Turner, to authorize the Town Manager to accept 

delinquent taxes and issue a quitclaim deed, upon payment of $18,230.96 for property identified as Tax Map 

U20/Lot 70A. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

14 – 090 To consider and act on authorizing the Town Manager to accept delinquent taxes and issue a 

quitclaim deed, upon payment of $4,791.98 for property identified as Tax Map U20/Lot 70E.  

Motion by Councilor Turner, seconded by Councilor Copp, to authorize the Town Manager to accept delinquent 

taxes and issue a quitclaim deed, upon payment of $4,791.98 for property identified as Tax Map U20/Lot 70E. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Councilor Turner – thank you to whoever removed the tree that fell across the 

Cumberland/Chebeague Island Trust trail that parallels Route 88.  It was taken care of in a hurry.  

 

Every spring, we have the same concern.  Landscaping companies parking in the shoulder on Route 

88 when they could have parked in the driveway.  

 

Councilor Bingham – he drove up Maeves Way recently and was surprised to see how built up the 

subdivision is.  It isn’t only the Route 100 area that is showing signs of development.  

 

Councilor Storey-King – there will be a Twin Brook Advisory Committee tomorrow evening and 

an Ordinance Committee meeting later in the week. Both meetings will focus on the dog issue.  She 

reminded dog owners to keep it civil and respectful when dealing with one and another.  There was 

another complaint recently where a loose dog interfered with a youth race.   

 

Councilor Gruber – there was a meeting recently with local churches to discuss senior citizen 

issues and what the needs are in our community.  There will be a survey available on Election Day.  

 

There is a program called Hunters for the Hungry where game meat can be donated to local food 

pantries.  One of the Cumberland Police Officers contacted Wayside Food Pantry to see if they 

wanted a deer that was struck by a vehicle.  Because of this, the Cumberland Food Pantry will be 

getting 45 pounds of venison all packaged and ready to go. 

 

Chairman Stiles – there will be a table at the Election collecting donations for the 4-H auction to 

benefit the Food Pantry with meat.  If 1,000 people donate just $10, that will be $10,000 to 

purchase beef and pork for the Food Pantry.  

 

He reminded cyclists to please ride single file. It is the considerate thing to do and much safer for 

themselves and vehicle traffic.  

 

Our next Council meeting will be on May 20
th

. It will be a very brief meeting to only sign the 

warrant for the school election. The next regular meeting after that date will be on June 2
nd

 and 16
th

. 

Those dates had to be changed (from the regular 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Monday) due to the Election and 

swearing in of Councilors.  
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Councilor Copp – he referred to the building permit report in the materials.  The numbers are 

astronomical. The total for the month was $4,299,111.95, and the year to date total is 7.5 million.  

This is great news because it proves that Cumberland continues to grow. 

 

The Police and Rescue departments are doing phenomenal things in this Town.  Last week there 

was a rescue call and the first responder was Police Officer Tom Adams.  He knew the moment he 

arrived that it was a heart attack situation and he was prepared to respond.  The second to respond 

was Jason Copp.  The family could not say enough good things about these two gentlemen.  It is 

priceless to this Town that our police officers are trained in Emergency Medical Service.  

 

Town Manager Shane – we are days away from ground breaking and the installation of gas pipe. 

We are only waiting on MDOT permits and those should be received any day.  A lot of activity will 

be happening in the fairgrounds area.  

 

We finalized the renewal on our health insurance plan today. We have a zero increase again this 

year. This is good news.  We are very proud of the success of our employee wellness plan. The plan 

has caused our rates to flatten or go down over the last 7 years.  

 

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to recess to Executive Session 

pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  8:22 P.M. 

 

Reconvene to regular session at 9:06 P.M. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  9:06 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

Brenda L. Moore 

Council Secretary 

 


