
 
 

CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P O Box 82 

4A Blanchard Road 
Cumberland, ME  04021 
Phone : 207-489-9582 

 
Board of Directors: 
Chairman:  Linda Fulda   Directors: Elizabeth (Betsy) Huston 
Vice Chair: Brian Jensen     Nancy Latham 
Secretary:  Margery Gruber     Sandy Nickerson 
Treasurer: Peter Wilson      Trustee Emeritus: Herbert  S. Foster, Jr. 
Curator:  Carolyn Small 
 

Hours: Monday mornings 9:00 to noon                                                                                                                                              
Open House on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Saturdays of the month from 9:00 to 1:00                                                                        

Programs are held on the 4
th

 Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM, unless otherwise noted. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  
The purpose of the Society shall be to collect and preserve artifacts pertaining to the Town of Cumberland and its 

history, making it available to groups, schools, and individuals. 
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MARCH  THOUGHTS 

If it’s not 100% maple syrup, it cannot be called PURE maple syrup! 
~ anonymous ~ 

 
MARCH STUMPER: About how old should a maple tree be before it can be tapped for sap?  

 



AH, yes, March… You see buckets attached to trees. What is that all about? It’s maple syrup time!  This is 
a reminder that MAINE MAPLE WEEKEND is March 24th and 25th this year.  Check out the following list 
for sugar maple farms in Cumberland County, so that you may visit and enjoy the sights, sounds, smells, 
samples, and activities that they present.  Treat yourself to the sweet amber goodness of Maine. 

 
Cumberland County Maple Sunday Farms 2018 
Maine maple weekend 2018 IS March 24th and 25th 

 
Coopers Maple Products  81 Chute Rd Windham  04062  gmcooper81@aol.com  892-7276                             
10:00-5:00 Mar.24th & 25th. Pancake breakfast Mar. 25th 9:00-2:00 
Dad’s Maple Sugarshack 1061 Naples Rd Harrison 04040 890-8025 or 890-6314 
Dadsmaplesugarshack@yahoo.com   Mar.24th&25th 9:00-3:00 
Greene Maple Farm  77 Bridgton Rd Sebago 04029 atgreenetractor@yahoo.com   232-1196                  
Mar 24th & 25th 8:00-4:00 
Jim’s Sugar House  296 Maple Ridge Rd Harrison 04040 jimssugarhouse@hotmail.com  449-6511                  
Mar 24th & 25th 
Merrifield Farm 195 N Gorham Rd Gorham 04038 merfarm@aol.com 892-5061                                       
Mar 24th & 25th 9:00-4:00 
Nash Valley Farm 79 Nash Rd Windham  04062 892-7019 nashvalleyfarm@myfairpoint.net                   
Mar 24th noon-4:00          Mar 25th 9:00-4:00 
Parsons Maple Products  322 Buck St Gorham 04038 831-4844   Mar 25th 7:00-5:00 
Sweet William’s  66 Spiller Rd Casco 04015 627-7362 ssymonds@maine.rr.com   Mar 25th 9:00-4:00 
The Lockman Place  274 N Gorham Rd Gorham  04038 892-9432 james@jameslockman.com                             
Mar 25th 10:00-4:00 
If anyone wants further info, Google MAINE MAPLE SUNDAY 2018, and there will be all you want to 
know. Farms are listed by county as well, if you interested in going out of the Cumberland County area.  
Maple Sunday is going on all over the SWEET STATE OF MAINE!! 
 

 
 

Check out the maple syrup display in the showcase at the Prince Memorial Library.  
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The museum now has its own telephone line. If you need to call, the number is 
207-489-9582. There is a message machine attached, so leave a message and 
someone will respond as soon as possible.  There will also be a new computer 
and a laptop in the office, as soon as they can be installed and have folks learn 
how to use them. Many thanks to the Town of Cumberland and Mike Crosby for 
helping to get us up to the 21st century! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHECK US OUT AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:  Go to Cumberland Maine Historical Society Facebook, 
and see what interesting items are there to see.  Another connection is through the Town of 
Cumberland. Click on to COMMUNITY NEWS, then to CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY. This site 
shows all sorts of information about us. One thing of interest would be the book assembled  by Margie 
Gruber  displaying the historic tours with the Mabel  I. Wilson School second graders. It’s a fun little 
book to view, and Margie did a great job with it!  

 



Cumberland Historical Society is very happy to have a new program director.  She is Kathy Kenny, and 
she is excited to submit the following programs. Please note the new program day and time, and mark 
your calendars for these upcoming events! 
 
PROGRAMS 
 Our program night has changed a little from last year. Programs will now be held on the 4th 
Wednesday evening of each month and will start at 6:30 pm. The location will be listed in the monthly 
newsletter and on the Cumberland Town’s website before the event as the location is subject to change. 
 Our hope is that Wednesday evenings will be more accommodating and that more of you will be 
able to attend. We will be presenting you with various topics and interests each month which will be 
listed in the monthly newsletter and on the Cumberland Town’s website. So, reserve the 4th Wednesday 
evening of the month for the Cumberland Historical Society’s Programs and come join us! 
 
25 APRIL PROGRAM   - “Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jacks”  
Program; Dirigo Vintage Base Ball Club, Cumberland Town Hall Council Chambers, 290 Tuttle Road, 
Cumberland, Maine, at 6:30 pm. 
 Tonight, you will hear from Jake (Shoeless) Newcomb, a member of the Dirigo Vintage Base Ball 
Club. Listen and learn about “Old Time Baseball” while enjoying some peanuts and Cracker Jacks along 
with some root beer donated by Capt’n Eli’s Soda of Portland, Maine! In addition to hearing about 
baseball’s history, we will be viewing artifacts, receiving some handouts, and participating in a Q&A 
period following Jake’s talk.   After all, spring and the baseball season has arrived! So, join us for a trip 
back in time to explore early baseball ….  
YOU’LL ENJOY THIS ONE!!!  ( EDITOR”S NOTE:  The collection of Cap Bragg’s old baseball uniforms will be  
on display at this event.) 
 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
 



 
 
23 MAY PROGRAM 
 “Penelope Martin Fundraiser Day” (Suggested Donation: $10 for members and $15 for non-
members)  
Featured program – “Plum Crazy” Vintage Antique Crazy Quilts, Cumberland Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland, at 6:00 pm. 
 
 

 
NOTE: THE DOORS WILL BE OPEN AT 6 PM FOR COFFEE AND CAKE BEFORE THE START OF THE 
PRESENTATION AT 6:30 PM. Your donation is your fundraiser contribution. 
 You will be introduced to Penelope Martin, one of Cumberland’s earliest residents and learn 
about Cumberland’s 1st School Girl Academy this evening. This School Girl Academy was one of New 
England’s longest running and most prestigious schools, lasting for 30 YEARS!  Learn more about the 
Martins and their academy by viewing our CHS display table at the meeting. 
 Enjoy a piece of Penelope’s Birthday Cake while waiting for the evening’s program which will 
reflect one of the classes taught at Martin’s Academy.  
 This year’s “Penelope Martin Fundraiser Day” program will expose you to the art of quilting. The 
presentation will be “Plum Crazy” by Kathy Kenny of Historical Quilt Lectures. During the presentation, 
you’ll view 25 vintage antique crazy quilts, made from 1880 to 1910, along with learning about the 
history of crazy quilts. Two of these quilts are seldom seen outside of museums, due to their rarity. 
You’ll even learn what importance smoking had to do with crazy quilts! 
 We hope you’ll come to this very enjoyable meeting on Wednesday, 23 May, to learn about 
Penelope and her academy, have some cake, visit with friends and neighbors, and enjoy the 



presentation, knowing that your contribution, this evening, will help support the Cumberland Historical 
Society. 

In addition to these programs, there will be another  Scavenger Hunt on May 18th, an OPEN HOUSE 
before and after the Memorial Day Parade. On Thursday, June 21st, from 1:00 to 4:00, and on 
Saturday, July 14th, from 1:00 to 4:00, we will be conducting two more historic bus tours in conjunction 
with the Cumberland Recreation Department.  Spread the word!!!! Further details on who, what, when, 
where, and how to contact will be forthcoming. 

Does this lady look familiar?  She certainly should.  And what is she doing? 

 
Sandy Nickerson, in doing some accessioning during one of the Monday morning meetings, 

came across this picture, and inquired as to what this was all about. The lady at the podium is 

Margaret Chase Smith, who gave a brief speech at the dedication of the addition of the Post 

Office on Farwell Avenue. The Post Office had moved there in 1947, with Norman Hulit as 

Postmaster. It soon became apparent that business at the Post Office was growing too fast even 

for this new one, with mail boxes increasing from 32 to 180, and sales of stamps rising from 

$300.00 to $12,000.00, so in 1965, an addition was built. The building was dedicated on 

November 7, 1965, and Mrs. Smith paid a surprise visit for the event. There is another picture of 
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this occasion in the Phyllis Sweetser book, both taken by Dan Dow, but the above photo remains 

in the collections at the museum. 

Other Monday morning things going on at the museum: Lynda Jensen and Linda Fulda are 

digging into the vault to sort, organize, and deaccession items. They have made some interesting 

discoveries of what amazing items are in the collections. Decisions are made as to what should 

stay and what should go.  While they are doing that, Laura Willis has been putting obituaries and 

other Cumberland newspaper items in order, and Betsy Huston and Carolyn Small work on the 

accessions. Connie Sweetser pops in every once in a while to “check on the crew”, and help out 

with identifying some photos. Recently Brian Jensen installed LED lightbulbs in the museum, 

replacing the dimmer ones that strain our eyes when trying to work. He also set up the office area 

to accommodate the new computers due to arrive soon.  And, finally, Sandy Nickerson painted 

the window box that Jackson Small (grandson of Carolyn and George Small) built to replace the 

tired old one that is currently in place. This is in hopes that flowers will be able to be planted 

there if spring and summer do decide to arrive. Busy. Busy. Busy. Come visit us on any Monday 

morning to see what is happening in YOUR historical society. Be sure to make it at 10:00 to join 

us for a coffee break. Connie does! 

FROM THE CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY POSTCARD COLLECTION 

 

View of Route 88 at the junction of King’s Highway and Town Landing Road. This postcard, a real photo 
postcard, was taken in the 1920’s. The house to the left has the Interurban  trolley tracks in front of it.  
At the base of the telephone pole at the right is where the B136 mile marker for the King’s Highway, 
designating that Boston is 136 miles from that point. Note that the fender of the car is at the lower right 
corner. The photographer must have just leaned out the window to take the picture. Currently there is a 
stone with a plaque on it alongside of the marker, stating that the marker was set in 1781 by order of 
Benjamin Franklin, Postmaster General. It is thought that Franklin drove along the King's Highway with 
his invention, the odometer, attached to a wheel of the wagon, and that Franklin placed a wooden 
marker every mile. In the collections of the Cumberland Historical Society, there is an odometer. 



CONDOLENCES : To Nancy Wildes, of our business sponsor Sevee & Maher, on the loss of her father. 
Also to Bert & Diana Copp, and Julie Vardas, and their families on the loss of their father, Arthur Butler. 
 
A TOUCH OF FAMILY HISTORY: 
 This is an excerpt from one of the Wilson family diaries, provided by Brian and Lynda (Wilson) Jensen. 
The entry from Lorenzo Hale Wilson’s diary for Tuesday, March 27, 1877: “Rained all last night and this 
morning. Windy out and heavy freshet…. James N. Leighton carding machine dam went away today.” 
This dam was just downstream from where the bridge on Mill Rd. is today, which is just downstream 
from the Mountfort Mill. You can still see some remnants of the dam and foundation of the mill. Page 
220 of the Sweetser book mentions this mill as well as a grist mill run by Adam Purvis. These two mills 
were both at the same site. Adam Purvis was the original mill, and then it was taken over by Leighton. 
The Adam Purvis house is still there. James N. Leighton was married to Lorenzo’s older sister Hannah. He 
was also a co-owner, along with Lorenzo and his brother Nathaniel, of the mill on Skillen Rd. Lorenzo is 
the Wilson who married a Morrison, they had a son Melville etc. Anyway, we now know when the 
carding mill stopped running! 
MILL REFERENCES FROM THE SWEESTER BOOK:                                                                                                               
“ On the Mill Brook, which runs out of Forest Lake at West Cumberland, there have been at least six 
mills at one time or another. Wilson’s Mill, on Skillins Road, was started by James Leighton and Lorenzo 
H. Wilson about 1874. James later sold his share to Lorenzo and the business had been in the Wilson 
family, coming down from father to son through Willis and Henry until 1961, when they sold the 
property to Mr. B.J. Stratton. He continued it for a while, but due to economic conditions, soon closed 
the mill, which was sold for a residence. 
Old time mills were; 
A shook mill in operation around 1780. 
A carding mill run by James Leighton in 1800. 
A shingle and clapboard mill run by Joseph Nash in 1817. 
A grist mill run by Adam Purvis. 
Other sawmills were the Thomes Mill, south of 42 Blanchard Road, which burned in 1913, and the Dew 
Drop Mill on the brook behind the Thomes property (on Blanchard Road) in operation between 1860 
and 1870.” 

 



 
There are also several different diaries, including Civil War diaries, in the collections at the museum. Lots 
of interesting reading from various times.  
 
 
It is with sincere regret that we announce Diana Copp’s resignation from the Board of Directors. Life’s 
recent events have forced her to make this decision. Diana will remain as a member, and will participate 
in the events that she has always done in the past.  She loved taking part in the yard sales and craft 
shows, and she always came up with great ideas to put these events to the best use for the Cumberland 
Historical Society. We wish you well, dear lady.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
ANSWER TO THE MARCH STUMPER:  about 40 years old. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Cumberland, Maine in Four Centuries 
 

 

 

There are still copies of this history of Cumberland available for sale at 
Cumberland Historical Society, the Town Office and the Prince Memorial Library. 
Call the Historical Society at 207-489-9582 and leave   an order on the message 
machine. You can also visit us on Monday mornings from 9:00 to noon, or the 
second or fourth Saturday between 9:00 and 1:00 to pick one up. 
 

 
 
 

 



SPONSORED BY SEVEE & MAHER, ENGINEERS 
4 Blanchard Road, Cumberland, ME  04021 

 

 
 
 

http://www.smemaine.com/images/THEBLDG_000.jpg


THANKS ALSO FOR THE GARDENING SUPPORT FROM SKILLINS 
GREENHOUSES, WEST CUMBERLAND, MAINE 

 

 
 
 



 

 

P O Box 82                                                                                                                                                                                          

Cumberland, ME  04021                                                                                                                                                           

207-489-9582                                                                                                                                                                

Cumberland Historical Society (CHS) was founded in 1939 through the dedicated efforts of Herman and 

Phyllis Sweetser. The meetings were first held in the Prince Memorial Library; in 1989 the CHS moved 

into a home of its own. That building was built in 1853 as a one-‐room schoolhouse; the bricks of which 

were fired right in the town. The CHS is a group of 100 or so members; a totally volunteer group.   Open 

Houses are held on the second and fourth Saturdays of most months, and on Memorial Day after the 

parade. In May, a two‐hour walking historical tour of the center of town is given to the second grades at 

the Mabel I. Wilson Elementary School as a part of their community curriculum. Individual tours are 

offered to anyone else who contacts the CHS. Historic bus tours are usually scheduled through the 

Cumberland Recreation Department. There are over 200 homes in the town that are over 100 years old; 

50 from that inventory are over 200 years old.    The museum is the repository of an interesting 

collection of artifacts that connect with the town. They range from home deeds from the 1700’s to 

pieces of dinnerware brought back from England by one of the town’s sea captains to his wife. Indian 

artifacts, Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI and WWII, and Korean War items are available to view. A 

number of family genealogies and histories of businesses of the town are in development.   

 The Cumberland Historical Society is located at 4A Blanchard Road, in the center of Cumberland. 


