
       TOWN LANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
(Commission) 

Town of Cumberland 
290 Tuttle Road 

Cumberland, ME 04021 
 
 
Date:  February 3, 2023 
             (* = Chair; + = liaison TC; ++=Code enforcement officer; (T) = trails SC; (F) = forest SC)  

Chris Bolduc (abs); Bill Longley ++ (abs); Mark Segrist+ (abs); Tig Filson+   
To: Members:   

David Cowan  Pete Wilson  (F) Melissa Cott         (T) Shaun Breton  
Denny Gallaudet   David Young  (F) John Leavitt   (T) Paige Diamant 
Ellen Hoffman      (F) *Gordon Lichter √   (T) Stephen Fitzgerald  

John Jensenius vice*     (F) Todd Ontl  (T) David Grimm  
Riva Krut      (F) Linda Putnam   (T) *John Jensenius √ 
*Mike Schwindt     (F) Sally Stockwell (T) Walker Newell 
Joshua Steirman (abs)          (T) Adam Orellana  
George Turner         (T) Brian Stearns 
         (T) Don Stowell     

        Sustainability Subcommittee 
                     Sukie Curtis, Jesse Lamarre-Vincent √, Denny Gallaudet, Riva Krut, Meddy Smith, Dave Witherill 
 Invasives Subcommittee: 
        Ellen Hoffman, John Jensenius, Mike Schwindt 
 Farmland Subcommittee: 
         John Jensenius, Mike Schwindt, Bill Shane, Bob Vail, David Young 
    
Note: Only members of the Commission and voting members of the subcommittees need attend. “√” 
indicates subcommittee member attended Commission meeting.   
   
From: Ellen Hoffman     
Re: Meeting February 1, 2023   
 

o January minutes were approved as written. 
o Mike welcomed David Cowan to Commission. 

 
o Town Council report (Tig)  

 
• Town Hall being closed due to inclement weather has caused scheduling changes.  

Budget workshops have shifted (no new schedule given).  There will be a workshop prior 
to the February Council meeting to discuss recommendations on affordable housing 
presented by Cumberland Affordable Housing Task Force.   
 

• Tig and Mike attended a coastal waters presentation discussing sea level rise and the 
effects that will have on coastal communities. Denny mentioned that the expected 1 to 1 
½ foot rise in high tide level should not affect Cumberland due to the beach layout at 
Broad Cove.  The exposed eel grass beds and at end of Broad Cove will be under water. 

 
• Tig mentioned more storage racks may be built for canoe and kayak storage at Broad 

Cove. 
 

• Denny mentioned that 200 heat pumps were permitted in 2022.  He mentioned that new 
construction is so tight that no backup heat source are installed along with the heat 
pumps. 
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o Bill Report (from Bills email) 

 
 During the month of December 2022 and January 2023 Bill’s office issued 17 and 17 

permits respectively for new buildings such as for pools, sheds, decks, houses, condos, 
barns, additions, renovations, commercial and solar installations.  

 
 Oceanview phase 1 (Tuttle Rd) -completed or under construction 52-permits have been 

issued to date. All lots are reserved in phase 1. 
 Oceanview phase 2- culverts are in place prior to 10-01-2022 
 Christmas Creek – Vining Way -all under construction or completed 
 Orchard Road – Cortland Court – 7 building permits issued as of this date 
 Blanchard Oaks – Peaceful Way- all lots are under construction or completed 
 Snowy Owl off Old Gray Road –10 Units approved 
 The Mark off Route One– 45 units approved; site work started with blasting 
 Ross Estates off Blanchard Road Ext.-3 Units approved 
 Yarmouth Vet at Heritage Village 
 The Grange at Longwoods-Building permit issued; work has started 
 White Rock off Skyview Drive – 55 units of senior housing. 

 
 Planning Board meeting scheduled for February 21, 2023, will include: 

o Lot split of existing subdivision by amendment at 104 Foreside Road 
o Major Site Plan amendment for LGC Clinical (Maine Std’s) ground mounted 

solar just North of existing building at Route One near Powell Road.  Note: this 
has subsequently been moved to March. 
 

 Future Planning Board items:  
o Rusty Lantern- Food Mart and new bank at Gray Road 
o Dave Chase Pit possible commercial / residential off Blackstrap Road 
o Harris Road split of three lot subdivision in planning stage 
o Town antenna and carrier cell towers off Range Road and Blackstrap Road. 

                                            
 Heat pump, solar, car charger permits (2022) 

o Heat pumps issued calendar YTD = 206 
o Solar issued calendar      YTD = 055 
o Car chargers issued calendar YTD = 009        

 
 Heat pump, solar, car charger permits (2023) 

o Heat pumps issued calendar YTD = 018 
o Solar issued calendar      YTD = 004 
o Car chargers issued calendar YTD = 003        
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o Commission (Mike) 

 
• Appointments to Sustainability Committee: Denny made motion for LCC to set terms of 

office for members to the Sustainability Subcommittee.  Riva second; pass unanimously. 
 

• Forest Carbon Reserve (Gordon) – The Forest Subcommittee was tasked by the 
Sustainability Subcommittee to come up with 225 acres in the Town to not be harvested 
until 2050 to meet the CAP carbon storage goals.  The list totaling 246 acres includes: 
 Rines Forest Reserve area (67 acres) 
 Greely Woods (38 acres) 
 Crossing Brook (31 acres) 
 Sunnyfield (24 acres) 
 Broad Cove (22 acres) 
 Westbranch Road (21 acres) 
 Valley Road (Homestead) (20 acres) 
 Blanchard Oaks (23 acres) 

  
Motion from Gordon:  I move that the Lands and Conservation Commission accept the below list of 
town-owned forests recommended by the Forestry Subcommittee to be enshrined in the Climate Action 
Plan as reserved and not to be subject to harvest or other removals until at least 2050 as per the Climate 
Action Plan. 
 

 
Should any of the sites on this list experience an unforeseen event or should circumstances arise that 
would substantially reduce the expected increase in carbon sequestration or carbon storage during this 
~30 year time period, and/or would require active management (i.e. removal of trees) on the part of the 
town, the town could either supplement the list with some of the additional 750 acres of forestland the 
town currently owns, or delete those affected acres from this list in exchange for adding some of those 
other 750 acres. Because all town forestland is managed to adhere to the Town of Cumberland Forest 
Management Guiding Principles – which encourage the growth of diverse, structurally complex, older 
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forests that store more carbon – this should result in a fair and reliable exchange that would still allow 
the town to meet its sustainability goals.   
 
Denny seconded; passed unanimously. 
 

• Twin Brook Harvesting (Gordon) –  
 
Motion from Gordon: I move that the Lands and Conservation Commission accept Town Forester, Paul 
Larrivee’s letter and Sally Stockwell’s cover letter (below), about the potential harvest at Twin Brook 
this winter and submit them to the Town Council, together with the Forestry Subcommittee’s original 
memo on the same topic from 2022 for their consideration and action.   
 
Denny second.  Discussion: 

 What to do going forward?  Cut or don’t cut (Greely Rd side) 
 Paul would create a harvest plan if Town wants to harvest 
 Issue of opening up canopy will allow invasive plants to spread. 

Motion carries   
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• Budget (Mike) – Mike distributed copies of the requested FY2024 budget (see below).  

He mentioned that any unused money can be carried over to the following year.  Denny 
mentioned that there is money available through the Federal Infrastructure Act, could 
possibly use for support staff to help with grants 15 hours/month. 
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• Work plans – Mike requested subcommittees have workplans ready by next month.  Need 
to have a recap of 2023 and plans for 2024 fiscal years. 
 

• Casco Bay Estuary Partnership proposal (Riva) – There were already planned workshops 
later in the year for Lawns Gone Wild to educate landowners on the benefits of native 
species and leaving part of their lawn wild (less grass).  The Sustainability Subcommittee 
saw the Casco Bay estuary Partnership proposal as a good way to educate landowners on 
the effects of runoff on the health of the Bay.  Idea to supplement the planned workshops 
to include this information.  Work with the associations and neighbors close to the Bay.  
Ivy (Casco Bay Baykeeper) sent a letter of recommendation for this proposal (see below). 
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• Document Archival (Mike) – Question as to what happens to all the documents that have 
accumulated from the town’s forester and other sources.  Mike mentioned that Thomas 
Bennett at the library will archive them.  Ellen mentioned that she has turned in at least a 
dozen binders of old LCC minutes and other material to Bill.  What ever happened to 
them; they should be archived (digitized) as well. 

 
• Textile Recycling (Riva) – Apparel Impact a New Hampshire company has provided 

textile recycling boxes (90) throughout the state.  Many of Cumberland’s neighbors 
(Yarmouth, Falmouth and Freeport for example) have them.  The company will take 
clothing, sheets, towels etc.  What can’t be donated will be repurposed. The company 
makes roughly 12 runs/week to empty the boxes.  Idea is to place five boxes around 
Cumberland.  The company estimates Cumberland could contribute 300 tons/year. Bill S 
had mentioned to Riva that there was a clothing donation box behind the Town Hall that 
doesn’t seem to be maintained.  Remove this box and start this program in the spring. 
Motion to this affect will be made next meeting.  This request came from a Cumberland 
resident. 

 
o Trails Subcommittee (John)  

 
• John mentioned that the kiosk Welcome signs are in and up.  There are still a few more 

signs to come in (Hunting and Dog).  
 

• The rest of the Trails meeting was working on the 2023 work plan. 
 

o Forestry Subcommittee (Gordon)  
 

• Forest Carbon reserve (see above under Commission). 
 

• Rines Forest Management Plan – Will go before Town Council in February for approval. 
 

• Twin Brook harvest (see above under Commission). 
 

• Working on draft workplan.  Would like to improve communication with Trails 
Subcommittee. 

 
• Paul L did timber cruise of Twin Brook. 

 
• Working on three invasive management plans – not quite sure when they are due. 

 
• Work on archiving Paul’s notes and documents. 

 
• Grassland management – Sally working on a summary of recommendations from Ag 

Allies regarding grassland management as well as policy document. 
 

o Sustainability Subcommittee (Denny) 
 

• Denny was elected as Chair. 
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• Denny mentioned that the professional analysis of the HVAC system in library is coming 

up. 
 

• Jesse and Sukie along with Mike working on a community orchard.  $13,000 from 
Community Resilience Partnership Grant available.  Use for educational purposes, 
demonstrations and workshops.  Looking at five acres around the salt shed and possibly 
include the peony and butterfly garden.  Public area, fruits and nuts available for public to 
harvest once orchard is mature. Question regarding nesting birds in front of BFG if grass 
is mowed for a path around orchard.  Should be able to accommodate both.  Mention that 
there is no water on the site.  Jesse said that idea of several IBC totes could be kept on 
site and the town could periodically fill them. Motion will be brought to LCC in future 
meeting. 

 
o Invasives Subcommittee (Mike) 

 
• Tentative training session May 6 or May 13 for iMapInvasives.  No more details available. 

 
o Farmland (Mike) – Should a new subcommittee be established to work with the Sustainability? 

Pete questioned if pesticides or fertilizer will be used.  Unclear but IPM (integrated pest 
management) will be the preferred method. 
 

o New Business/coming attractions (Mike)  
• Future for composting 
• Tree City designation 
• Trail Maps 

 
Next meeting – March 1st 7pm. 
 
 


