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MINUTES 
Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, February 27, 2012 

6:00 Workshop 

7:00 p.m. Call to Order 

 

 

6:00 P.M. Workshop re: Small Brook Crossing Silent Second Mortgage 

 

7:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present: Chairman Perfetti, Councilors Moriarty, Turner, Storey-King, Gruber, Copp & Stiles. 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February 13, 2012 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to approve the minutes as presented. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 

 

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 

 The Fire Department received $540 in donations in memory of Oland “Bud” Knight. This money 

will go toward fire department equipment. The donations are very much appreciated.  

 

 March 15
th

 is the deadline for acceptance of applications for names on the Veterans Monument. 

The names have to be turned into the monument company to be sure the engraving of names is 

done in time for a Memorial Day dedication ceremony.  

 

 There will be a family snowshoeing and cross-country ski event in the Rines Forest this Saturday 

from 10:00 a.m. – noon hosted by the Chebeague-Cumberland Land Trust.  

 

 There have been rumors regarding the banning of dogs in Twin Brook. This is not true.  To be 

quite honest, there have been very few complaints regarding dogs to any Town staff, the Animal 

Control Officer, or the Police.  If there are issues with dogs in the park, they cannot be dealt with 

if offered second or third hand.  Any problems should be reported directly to the ACO or Police 

Department.  

 

III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Brad Hilton of Blanchard Road said he had 4 items to talk about this evening: 

 He feels that the wind turbine ordinance is a good ordinance and has worked well for him. He is 

reducing his carbon footprint with the wind turbine that he installed on his property. 

 

 In the 2011 Town Report, the building permit page appears to be the same as last year. This 

should be corrected.  

 

 He acknowledged that the Town has done a good job at selling off Town owned property, but the 

list is still large. He would like to know what the town intends to do and if there is a mechanism 

in place to sell the smaller parcels to abutters. The abutters are likely the only people who would 

be interested in purchasing the smaller parcels.  Mr. Hilton asked if the Town ever considered the 

piece of land on Greely Road next to the RR tracks as a place for a railroad access point. He feels 

that the Town should be looking into a passenger train connection point.  
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 Mr. Hilton said that the Town has done a great job at getting Val Halla where it is today, but it 

might make sense to make the golf course private as opposed to a public operation.  Perhaps 

offer a potential buyer real estate tax benefits or assisting with financing, while keeping the open 

space for winter recreation activities. He would like to see a decrease in the amount that the 

Town pays for Val Halla and get it on the tax rolls.  

 

Chairman Perfetti thanked Mr. Hilton and invited the Council to respond to any of Mr. Hilton’s 

comments.  

 

Councilor Turner said that in regard to selling small parcels to abutters, the problems becomes putting a 

value or price on them.  The issue has been discussed and it is still on the Council’s mind.  

 

Chairman Perfetti said that everything that Mr. Hilton mentioned in regard to Val Halla has been 

discussed by the Town.  He feels that it is fair to say that the Council has chosen to keep working on 

preserving Val Halla and wants to continue to attempt to make the Enterprise Fund work the way it 

should.  

 

IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   

 

12 – 021 To consider and act on a tax abatement request for property located at 28 Pine Lane for taxes 

paid in FY’10 and FY’11. 

Town Manager Shane explained that the property owner realized that they were assessed for a water view that 

was only there for part of the year (when the leaves are off the trees). There is a significant difference between 

partial water view and a full water view. The resident reported the issue to the Tax Assessor and the Assessor 

corrected the taxes for that year. The property owner inquired how many years of taxes is she eligible for 

abatement. The Manager said that tax abatements are typically 3 years and not for valuation issues.  The 

Manager explained that the Town Attorney advised him that the Council’s authority in granting appeals is 

limited to mathematical or computation error, incorrect location assessed, or incorrect owner assessed.  The law 

states that it is the responsibility of the homeowner to know what they are being assessed for and taxed on.  

Unless the state law changes, the Manager said he doesn’t foresee any abatement requests coming before the 

Council because in most cases, they are not able to approve abatements. 

 

Councilor Moriarty said that denying this abatement request goes against his instinct because it seems to be an 

error that the Council ought to be able to be able to correct.  The interpretation of the law says that this is not an 

error within the meaning of the statute, and the authority of the Council is very limited.  When the Council 

assumes office, they take an oath to uphold both the Constitution and the laws of the State.  He agrees with the 

Manager that the State Law needs to be corrected.  

 

Councilor Storey-King said that the intent of the law is to protect the town’s financial commitment beyond 

individual fiscal years. It can be disrupted by instances such as these and people need to be mindful of this fact.  

 

Motion by Councilor Moriarty, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to deny the tax abatement request for 

property located at 28 Pine Lane for taxes paid in FY'10 and FY'11. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 

 

 

12 – 022 To send to the Planning Board for a Public Hearing and recommendation, amendments to the 

Contract Zone Agreement for Small Brook Crossing. 

Chairman Perfetti explained that the Council met again this evening in workshop to discuss this item. There was 

a request to change some of the policies in regard to Small Brook Crossing and the Council has met a few times 
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to discuss the issues and attempt to come up with a solution. Since there is no sense of urgency, Chairman 

Perfetti suggested tabling this item and holding another workshop on March 12
th

.  

 

Councilor Moriarty said that he would prefer to deal with it as a whole unit and not piecemeal. He agreed that 

tabling was a good idea.   

 

Motion by Councilor Moriarty, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to table this item to the next meeting.  

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 

 

 

12 – 023 To consider and act sending to the Planning Board for a Public Hearing and recommendation, 

a request for the expansion of setback Overlay District One to include property located at 145 

Foreside Road. 

Town Manager Shane explained that the owners are attempting to sell the property and if they were included in 

the Overlay District, it would allow for future expansion of the house and make it more attractive to potential 

buyers.  Currently there is very little or no opportunity for expansion. The purpose of the Setback Overlay 

District was to allow homeowners to add decks or additions because their lots are so small they were frequently 

going before the Zoning Board when they wanted to expand.  

 

Councilor Moriarty asked why the property owners could not request a variance. 

 

Councilor Turner said he agrees that including this parcel into the Setback Overlay District of the Wildwood 

neighborhood makes sense.  The only reason that this parcel isn’t in Wildwood is because of the large house 

abutting it and it makes sense to accommodate this request.  Years ago, the Zoning Board attempted to come up 

with a less stringent variance requirement because of so many variance requests that came before them.  It was 

determined that the less restrictive requirement turned into more of a problem.  He feels that there are no 

grounds for a variance to be granted and it would turn into a serious problem.  This house has been there for a 

long time and he feels that it would be a disservice to the property owner not to include it in the Setback 

Overlay District.  

 

Councilor Moriarty reiterated that he would prefer to see the property owners attempt the variance route first 

before Zoning is changed.  

 

Town Manager Shane said that owners chose not to go that route because of the fee involved and the fact that 

they would need legal representation to get a variance.  

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to forward to the Planning Board for a 

Public Hearing and recommendation, the expansion of setback overlay District One to include property 

located at 145 Foreside Road. 

VOTE:  6-1 (Moriarty opposed)  MOTION PASSES 

 

 

12 – 024 To consider and act on sending to the Planning Board for a Public Hearing and 

recommendation, amendment to the Industrial Zone to add Motor Vehicle Sales as a permitted 

use. 

Town Manager Shane explained that motor vehicle sales are currently not permitted in the Industrial Zone 

(vehicle maintenance is a permitted use).  This request came from a homeowner who currently has a small auto 

repair business at his home.  The property abuts a gravel pit and there is another gravel pit across the street.  The 

owner hopes to be able to sell vehicles by this spring. 
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Councilor Copp said that this is an instance where a resident came forward to ask for permission rather than 

forgiveness.  He sees no issue with it.  

 

Motion by Councilor Moriarty, seconded by Councilor Copp, to forward to the Planning Board for a Public 

Hearing and recommendation, amendment to the Industrial Zone to add Motor Vehicle Sales as a permitted 

use. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 

 

 

12 – 025 To set a Public Hearing date (March 12
th

) to consider and act on a Class I Liquor License, 

Special Amusement Permit, and Auxiliary Mobile Golf Cart License for Rachel’s on The 

Green at Val Halla, for the period of April 2012 – April 2013. 
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to set a Public Hearing date of March 12th to 

consider and act on a Class I Liquor License, Special Amusement Permit, and Auxiliary Mobile Golf Cart 

License for Rachel's on The Green at Val Halla, for the period of April 2012 - April 2013. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 

 

 

12 – 026 Town Manager’s FY’13 budget presentation. 
Town Manager presented the following: 
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Councilor Moriarty asked the Manager what the mil rate would be without taking the school into consideration. 

 

Town Manager Shane said without the school, it would be less than half a percent or .07 cents. This is not a 

reality but that is where the Town side is right now.  

 

Councilor Gruber said that being part of the Finance Committee has been a great experience for him. As the 

committee went through the budget, there was very little that could be reduced.   He hopes that the citizens will 

look at the budget on the Town website and bring their ideas and input to the Council.  

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Councilor Turner – Congratulations to the Town Manager for being articulate with his budget presentation. 

That was a lot of good material for the Council and the public.  

 

Councilor Copp – Congratulations to the Greely girl’s and boy’s swim teams for winning the State 

Championship. 

 

Councilor Storey-King – Greely girl’s hockey also won a State title. Thank you to the Fire Department for 

their three nights out welcoming these champions back into Town.  

There will be a Twin Brook Committee meeting on Tuesday, March 13
th

.  

There will be a Recreation/Adult Education Committee meeting on Thursday, March 8
th

.  

 

Councilor Moriarty – The Planning Board is meeting tomorrow evening.  
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Chairman Perfetti – He was in line at the ski lift at Saddle Back Mountain and someone recognized his voice 

from watching these meetings. People do watch! 

 

Councilor Stiles – To clear some confusion, when the Fire Department goes out to meet the Greely teams at the 

Town line, it is all volunteers and no cost to the Town.  He feels that it is a nice gesture to show the kids the 

Town’s appreciation for all their hard work.  

 

Councilor Gruber – He is continuing to serve on the M.S.A.D. 51 Strategic Thinking Committee. They are 

finishing the strategic drivers and core values that the committee feels are important for input by the 

community.  

 

As the Council Liaison to the Shellfish Commission, he reported that the Senior License fee will be discussed at 

the next meeting.  

 

Town Manager Shane – None 

 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  7-0   UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   8:39 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

Brenda Moore 

Council Secretary 


