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MINUTES 

Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, February 28, 2022 

6:00 P.M. Budget Workshop 

 

 

7:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present:    Councilors Copp, Edes, Foster, Gruber, Storey-King and Vail 

Excused:  Councilor Segrist 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to accept the February 14, 2022 meeting 

minutes as presented. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

III. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Town Manager Shane introduced Jessie, a Greely High student who spoke about the Climate Action Group 

at the high school and a presentation that they gave at a School Board meeting urging the school to 

consider installing a solar array.  

 

Town Manager Shane added that Councilor Segrist and Denny Gallaudet, of our Lands & Conservation 

Commission Climate Action subcommittee, drafted a letter to the School Board urging them to consider 

the recommendation that the Greely Climate Action Group made regarding a MSAD #51 solar farm.  He 

would like to add the consideration for the Council to endorse the letter on the next Town Council agenda.  

 

IV. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Mike Doyle of Portsmouth, New Hampshire said: I came here to comment on what I have seen going on 

and give a brief history. Two years ago, when Jeff Porter sent out his ridiculous inclusion and white 

supremacy letter to the community, I had several people call and ask me what I thought about it. I was 

unaware of it, so I came up and looked at the group demonstrating on the green and talked to a few people. 

I thought it was interesting to see which way it was going to go and from that point on it seemed to have 

taken a very bad turn to critical race theory. Whether it's taught in school or not, if the essence of it is 

taught in school, I don’t think that's good.  Some of the books that have come to light in different school 

systems, I wouldn't want my daughters back when they were eight years old to bring that home from 

school.  These things have just escalated over a period of time, and I had no idea who Ann Maksymowicz 

was until I said to the School Board that I would like to start their meeting by dedicating the Pledge of 

Allegiance to all the men and women serving overseas to protect our freedom of speech.  Ann didn't stand 

up to do the Pledge of Allegiance, which is fine.  In this room I referred to her as an a-hole for doing that.  

At the same time, I said that I would fight to the death to protect her right to protest like that, but I said at 

the same time that I am going to point out that she's an a-hole when she does it.  Nothing's happened since 

I got arrested at the School Board meeting last May, but recently Ann gave testimony in Augusta at the 

committee looking at this new LD1939, which basically usurps the First Amendment and says that we can't 

speak about any of the people on the School Board, or if you're a janitor at the school, we can't speak 
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harshly about you. If this new bill passes it completely overrides the First Amendment, which I object to. 

So, in her testimony, Ann made the comment that somebody had threatened to steal something from her 

property and destroy it. She was referring to me because she stole my sign format and changed it to a 

campaign sign for herself. Now the Chief of Police didn't send her any notice of harassment, but I got one 

this past Saturday.  Two counts of harassment because I wrote her an email saying you’re acting like an 

ass again and I sent a very detailed report to the all the members of the committee about what happened 

when she stole my sign.  I said that I predict someone's going to steal something off your property and 

destroy it so you'll never even know it's gone until you look for it.  I wasn't going to steal it, I didn't 

threaten to steal it, but she has now filed a harassment charge and I have to go to court on March 16th for 

it.  Well folks I have a 19-page federal lawsuit that I typed up this weekend that I'm filing against the Town 

of Cumberland Chief of Police for condoning this by giving me a summons on a false charge. I'm also 

suing Ann. So, if Ann thinks that this is a game she can play by jerking me around, she's making a big 

mistake. I understand that she's been on the phone a lot with the District Attorney complaining about me. 

Maybe the District Attorney will defend her for this federal suit, but I’m taking both of them to court. 

 

 

V. LEGISLATION AND POLICY  

  

22 – 017 To hear a report from the Prince Memorial Library Advisory Board.  

Tom Foley, outgoing Chairman of the Prince Memorial Library Advisory Board, introduced new Chairman, Paul 

Dexter and Vice-Chair, Jill O’Conner, who presented the following: 
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22 – 018 To consider and act on a Right of First Refusal per the agreement with the Maine State Golf 

Association.  TABLED 

Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to table. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

22 – 019 To consider and act on a Party Wall Agreement with the new owners of the Val Halla Banquet 

Center.  TABLED 

Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to table. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

22 – 020 To authorize the Town Manager to execute a lease agreement with the Cumberland Historical 

Society. 

Chairman of the Historical Society, Steve Moriarty said that the Historical Society building is very close to being 

completed and the Historical Society is presently poised to finally get back into the building.  The shelving will be 

installed on the lower level on March 9th and then the collection can be taken out of storage.  Now that the building 

has been preserved, there should be some sort of formalization between the Town and the Historical Society in 

terms of a lease. He and the Town Attorney have drafted a lease that spells out what the obligations are for each 

party.  

 

Chairman Vail asked for any public comment. 

No public comment. 

 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Foster, to authorize the Town Manager to execute a lease 

agreement with the Cumberland Historical Society. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

22 – 021 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Farm Based Special Events License renewal 

for Joanne Fryer of Mowfield Farm, LLC.  

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to remove this item from the table.  
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VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

Chairman Vail explained that as requested at the last meeting, our Town Attorney reviewed this and determined 

that Joanne Fryer does have the right to hold 3 events at the premises, even though she has sold the property.  

 

Chairman Vail opened the Public Hearing. 

No public comment. 

Chairman Vail closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Foster, to approve the Farm Based Special Events 

License renewal for Joanne Fryer of Mowfield Farm, LLC.  

VOTE:  5-1 (Edes opposed)  MOTION PASSES 

 

 

22 – 022 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a liquor license renewal for Rachel’s on the 

Green. 

Chairman Vail explained that this is an annual renewal. 

 

Chairman Vail opened the Public Hearing. 

No public comment. 

Chairman Vail closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to approve the liquor license renewal for Rachel’s on 

the Green. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

22 – 023 To consider and act on Commercial Hauler’s License for Breggia Sanitation, LLC. 

Chairman Vail explained that when we have a company that operates in the Town of Cumberland as a Commercial 

Hauler, they are required to have an annual license.  

 

Chairman Vail asked for any public comment. 

No public comment. 

 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to approve the Commercial Hauler’s License 

application for Breggia Sanitation, LLC. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

22 – 024  To appoint members to the Planning Board.  

Councilor Copp said that he and Councilor Segrist met last week to interview 4 Planning Board candidates. They 

were all very good candidates and choosing only 2 was a difficult decision.  

 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to appoint Peter Bingham and Bridget Perry to the 

Planning Board. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Councilor Storey-King – for years she taught World Cultures and wants to send her thoughts and 

wishes to the people of Ukraine.  We have a lot of Ukrainian immigrants in our country.  We have 

difficult times ahead and she wished for peace for all of us. 

 

In January, the Prince Memorial Library, in collaboration with the Cemetery Association (led by 

Robert Storey), published a digital book entitled “Cemeteries of Cumberland Maine Select Occupant 

Genealogies”.   There was a lot of collaboration on this, and she extended her thanks to her uncle, 

Robert Storey. 

 

Councilor Gruber – the Food Pantry had to close on Friday due to the snowstorm, but a lot of people 

worked very hard behind the scenes to make sure people got their food on Thursday.  Thank you to all 

of our great Food Pantry volunteers.  

 

Chairman Vail – his heart also goes out to the citizens of Ukraine, and they deserve our prayers.  

 

Greater Portland Council of Governments put on a session called “Chairs in a Circle”.  It was an 

interesting session, the conversation was wide-ranging, and he picked up some ideas.  A lot of 

communities talked about problems with their Select Board or Town Council.  He was struck by the 

absence of any types of these problems with our Town Council.  We don’t allow things to fester.  We 

have a Town Manager that steps right up to any issue and we don’t allow people to let a grudge grow.  

They also talked about hybrid meetings that allow people to participate via Zoom or in person.  

 

Councilor Foster – our third coffee chat session is coming up this Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Solarium Room at the Library. There is also a Zoom link on the Town website for those who want to 

attend virtually.  We will highlight the budget process for the Cumberland, North Yarmouth and 

MSAD 51.  The first two sessions were well attended, and the community has been engaged, which is 

great to see.   

 

Our community survey is now live, and we ask that all residents, 18 and older, participate.  It will take 

approximately 15 minutes and is user friendly.  Postcard reminders to take the survey should be hitting 

mailboxes this week.  There will be a phone number on the postcard for those who prefer to get a hard 

copy of the survey mailed to them. As of right now, we are just over 10% of our target of a 50% 

response rate.  

 

Councilor Edes – he echoed Councilor Storey-King’s sentiments about the people of Ukraine. The 

news has been breaking his heart all week and there is no need for it.  It’s almost like history is 

repeating itself.  His thoughts and prayers go out to the people of Ukraine. 

 

He wants to say thank you to our first responders.  Our fire department responded to a structure fire 

Saturday on Tuttle Road, and they did an admirable job, as always.  Our police department also does a 

great job. If anybody ever questions why the police need qualified immunity, tonight was a perfect 

example why.   

 

Councilor Copp – as he does at every meeting, he made his $20 donation to the 4-H fund that benefits 

the Food Pantry.  He urged everyone to consider donating to this worthy cause.  
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He reminded the public that the lottery for kayak storage at Broad Cove Reserve ends on March 31st.   

Applications and more information can be found on the Town website.  

 

 

 

 

 

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to recess to Executive Session 
pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(C) re: real property. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:  8:13 P.M. 

 

Reconvene to regular session at 8:28 P.M.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  6-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   8:28 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Brenda L. Moore 

Council Secretary  

 

 


