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MINUTES 
Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 
TUESDAY, May 26, 2020 

 
 
7:00 P.M. Call to Order 
Present:   Councilors Copp, Edes, Gruber, Stiles, Storey-King, Turner and Vail 

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Edes, to accept the April 27, 2020 meeting minutes 
as presented. 
VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
 

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 
Chairman Storey-King read the following, proclaiming May as National Mental Health Month: 

 
Whereas mental health is part of overall health; and 
 
Whereas one in five adults experiences a mental health problem in any given year; and 
 
Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has increased the number of people experiencing feelings of anxiety 
and depression; 
 
Whereas Maine’s youth have the highest rate of diagnosed anxiety in the nation and the country’s third 
highest rate of diagnosed depression among children aged 3 – 17; 

Whereas we lose a young adult in Maine to suicide every 10 days, an adult every 36 hours, and 48 
Maine veterans each year die by suicide;  

Whereas early identification and treatment can make a difference in the successful navigation of mental 
illness and recovery; and 
 
Whereas, we come together with every citizen and community in our state to help end the silence and 
stigma that for too long has made people feel isolated, alone and discouraged people from getting help; 
and 
 
Whereas through public education and working together to raise awareness, we can help improve the 
lives of individuals and families affected by mental illness. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, I, SHIRLEY STOREY-KING, CHAIRMAN of THE 
CUMBERLAND TOWN COUNCIL do hereby proclaim May as Mental Health Month in 
CUMBERLAND to shine a light on mental illness and the need for long-term improvements in our 
mental health care system and increased access to care for all so no one feels alone. 
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to support the proclamation. 
VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
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Town Manager Shane shared a map of the agricultural soils in Town. The Lands and Conservation 
Commission will look at this information at their next meeting and start developing a plan to inventory 
the prime farmlands.  Councilor Vail requested this information and will be involved in the Lands & 
Conservation Commission meetings.  
 
We have replaced the camera system in the Council Chambers which will allow us to stream our 
meetings live on YouTube.  Those who don’t have Time Warner Cable can now watch our meetings 
streamed live online. 

 
III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

None 
 
IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   
 
20 – 025 To hear a presentation by the Town Manager re: FY2021 Municipal Budget. 
Town Manager Shane presented the following: 
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20 – 026 To set a Public Hearing date of June 8th to consider and act on adoption of the FY2021 

Municipal Budget. 
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to set a Public Hearing date of June 8th to consider 
and act on adoption of the FY2021 Municipal Budget. 
VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
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20 – 027 To appoint Democratic and Republican Election Clerks. 
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to appoint the following Democratic and Republican 
Election Clerks. 
VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
 

Party Name 
Unenrolled Elizabeth Waldman 
Unenrolled Vilean Taggersell 
Republican Judith Gagnon 
Republican Pamela Green 
Republican Donna Berry 
Republican Christine Turner 
Republican Sharon Collin 
Republican Mary Powers 
Republican Sally Pierce 
Republican Barbara Chandler 
Republican Susan Miller 
Republican Jim Stoddard 
Republican Raelene Lewis 
Republican Jean Couillard 
Republican COL Scott Cass 
Republican Stacie Daigle 
Republican Joseph Couillard 
Democrat Elizabeth Harding 
Democrat Anneke Hohl 
Democrat Andrew Magoun 
Democrat Stacey Collins 
Democrat Elizabeth Simonds 
Democrat Julie Otte 
Democrat William Green 
Democrat Eli Rivers 
Democrat Sally Magee 
Democrat Paul Woodward 
Democrat Ritchie Dow 
Democrat Diane Snow 
Democrat Katherine Brooks 
Democrat Linda Putnam 
Democrat Sue Larrabee 
Democrat Bill Kenny 
Democrat Zoe Wyman 
Democrat Katie Mae Simpson 
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V. NEW BUSINESS 
Councilor Vail – our former Police Chief, Leon Planche, passed away recently.  Condolences to 
the Planche family. 
 
Councilor Gruber – he thanked Councilor Stiles for his speech at our virtual Memorial Day event. 
He did a terrific job and the video that was produced was very good.  He missed our annual 
Memorial Day parade this year.  
 
The relocation of the Historical Society building to the Library went very well.  
 
The Food Pantry served over 70 families last week. Thank you to all the volunteers.  
 
Councilor Edes – he also sent condolences to the Planche family. He knew Leon for many years 
and he was very near and dear to his heart.  He was the type of Police Officer who was willing to 
give a local kid a chance.   He was a good man who will be missed by many.  His heart goes out to 
Joan and their 5 children.  

 
Councilor Stiles – the Farmer’s Club has not made the decision yet whether to cancel the fair or 
not.  If it is cancelled, arrangements will be made for some type of 4-H auction so the kids can still 
auction off their animals.  
 
There have been coy dogs spotted in the Rines Forest and his daughter and son-in-law were almost 
attacked by one.  They were able to defer the dog by standing as high as they could and yelling at it.  
People should be beware of this if they are visiting Rines Forest.  
 
He attended the Historical Society building move and it was fascinating to watch.   

 
Chairman Storey-King – she also watched the Memorial Day festivities online and they were 
particularly well done. 
 
She has received an email from a woman in Cumberland Center who is concerned about her 
neighbors burning items.  While we do not have burn ordinances, there are laws about what is 
allowed to be burned.  She asked the public to be mindful of their neighbors. A lot more people are 
at home these days and a lot more people are outside.  Smoke is not something that stays in your 
yard.   
 
Councilor Copp – he asked the Town Manager when absentee ballots will be available.  
Town Manager Shane responded June 15th.  
 
He also sent condolences to the Planche family.  
 
Councilor Turner – this past weekend, Broad Cove Reserve had a lot of visitors and social 
distancing probably wasn’t as well defined as it should have been, but it was nice to see people 
enjoying themselves without feeling paranoid.   

 
Town Manager Shane – Town Clerk, Tammy O’Donnell will be at the June 8th Town Council 
meeting to give the Council and the public more information on voting. 
 



  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 26, 2020 12 

 

Thank you to Eliza Porter who put together the virtual Memorial Day presentation.  She did a great 
job.  
 
We are diligent in our community about our low crime rate.  Chief Planche started a lot of the 
things that make our community great. 

 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Turner, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to adjourn. 
VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
TIME:   8:25 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Brenda L. Moore 
Council Secretary 
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