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MINUTES 

Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, December 23, 2019 

6:00 P.M. Executive Session 

7:00 P.M. Town Council Meeting 

 

 

6:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present:   Councilors Copp, Edes, Gruber, Stiles, Storey-King, Turner and Vail 

 

I. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(E) consultation with Town Attorney  

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to recess to Executive Session pursuant to 

1 M.R.S.A., § 405(6)(E) consultation with Town Attorney. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   6:01 P.M. 

 

Reconvene to regular session at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to accept the December 9, 2019 meeting 

minutes as presented 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

III. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Town Manager Shane said that he would hold his report until New Business. 

 

 

IV. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

None 

 

 

V. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   

 

19 – 144 To hear an update on the Comprehensive Plan from the Town Planner and Town Attorney. 

Town Attorney, Natalie Burns, said that she will explain the legal requirements for Comprehensive Plans 

under Maine law.  Maine law requires that municipalities must have a Comprehensive Plan that must address 

certain factors that are set forth in the statute.  Town Planner, Carla Nixon will talk about those in her 

presentation. In addition, state law requires that municipalities must have a Comprehensive Plan if they have a 

zoning ordinance, rate of growth ordinance, and an impact fee ordinance, and they must be consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan.  In addition to these requirements in state law, once you have any amendments or a new 

Comprehensive Plan, you are required to make sure that ordinance are consistent within 18 months of 

adoption of the Comprehensive Plan.  If challenged in court and it is decided a municipality’s ordinances are 

not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, that portion could be invalidated by the Court.  
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Town Planner, Carla Nixon presented the following: 
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19 – 145 To forward the Greely Woods Trail Easement to the Lands and Conservation Commission 

for review and recommendation. 

Chairman Storey-King asked for any public comment. 

No public comment. 

 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Turner, to forward the Greely Woods Trail Easement to 

the Lands and Conservation Commission for review and recommendation. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Councilor Vail – he feels that setting goals for the Council is a good idea and he feels that it is 

appropriate to also set goals for the Town Manager.  The Council will have a goal setting workshop 

before the next Town Council meeting.  

 

Councilor Gruber – the Food Pantry distributed their Christmas baskets last Friday.  Councilor Copp 

helped out that day, thank you to him.  

 

He thanked Councilor Edes for the moose meat that he donated to the Food Pantry.  

 

Thank you to Bill and Linda Shane and all the work that they do for the Food Pantry every week. 

 

Thank you to Councilor Stiles grandson, Cole for helping out and to all the volunteers who show up all 

year long.  
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Thank you to the Fire Department for the toys for kids.  

 

Happy Holidays to everyone.  

 

Councilor Edes – thank you to Carla Nixon for the presentation on the Comprehensive Plan. He really 

enjoyed it.  The Comprehensive Plan talks about business on Route One and Route 100.  The Council 

voted for more residential housing in these areas as a quick fix for the lack of commercial 

development.  He feels that was short sighted of this Council.  

 

He thanked all of our public safety personnel. They do such a great job for our Town and we are very 

lucky to have them.  

 

Councilor Stiles – he continues his efforts to collect $10 from 1,000 residents of Cumberland and 

North Yarmouth for the 4-H auction that benefits the Food Pantry.  

 

He thanked the Councilors for the Christmas goodies and wished everyone a very Merry Christmas. 

 

Chairman Storey-King – there will be a joint meeting with the School Board and North Yarmouth 

Select Board on January 6th.  The conversation will focus on where each entity is standing 

economically, what our debt looks like, and what our individual financial goals are.  

 

The Council will hold interviews for a Public Works Facility Construction Manager on January 7th at 

5:15 pm. 

 

The Town Council goal setting workshop will be held before the next Council meeting.  The public 

portion of the Council meeting may not begin until 7:30 that night. 

 

Best wishes to Bert Copp who was injured recently. Bert is a very valued member of our Public Works 

department.  

 

Merry Christmas and happy second night of Hanukah.  

 

Councilor Copp – last Friday morning he called the Town Manager to ask if anything specific was 

needed at the Food Pantry for the holiday distribution.  He said that they were all set, but asked him to 

come to Town Hall around 3:30 that day.  What an eye opener this was for him to witness first hand.  

It was amazing.  Because of the efforts of this Council and everybody that works at the Food Pantry, 

there are 75 to 100 people who will enjoy Christmas.  We should all be very thankful that we have 

such an amazing Food Pantry and he thanked everyone involved who makes it run.  

 

Councilor Turner – he agreed with Councilor Copp and acknowledged that the Food Pantry is an 

amazing benefit for our community. 

 

He thanked Carla Nixon for her presentation. He feels that if a non-conforming use is allowed in a 

particular zone, when that use ends the zoning should go back to what it was originally.  This would 

help with the situation that Councilor Edes spoke about.  

 

He asked the Town Manager if instead of dumping snow at Twin Brook if it could be dumped at the 

new compost/brush facility. 



  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 23, 2019 
8 

 

 

Town Manger Shane said that they could look into permitting for this for next year.  The wetlands 

around the site could be an issue.  

 

Merry Christmas to everyone.  

 

Town Manager Shane – he thanked the Greely swim team for helping out with setting up the Food 

Pantry Christmas Market last Thursday night.  This is the 5th year that they have helped us. 

 

School Resource Officer, Kirk Mazuzan worked with the school and Food Pantry to identify any 

families who may need help this holiday season.  7 food baskets were distributed to families who are 

not connected to the Food Pantry, but needed some help.  Kirk does a great job and does so much 

more than patrol the halls of our schools.  

 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Turner, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   8:00 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Brenda L. Moore 

Council Secretary 

 

 

 


