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MINUTES 

Cumberland Town Council Meeting 

Town Council Chambers 

MONDAY, March 12, 2018 

 

5:30 P.M.  Finance Committee Budget Workshop 

 

6:30 P.M. Workshop with Assessor re: Property Audit and Current Ratio Status 

 

7:00 P.M. Call to Order 

Present:   Councilors Bingham, Copp, Edes, Gruber, Stiles, Storey-King and Turner 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Copp, to accept the February 26, 2018 meeting 

minutes as presented. 

VOTE:  6-0-1 (Bingham abstained) MOTION PASSES 

 

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 

Town Manager Shane thanked our Public Works crew for all the hard work and tireless hours that they 

put in during the recent snowstorms.  

 

III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Cathy Wright of 60 Skillin Road asked the status of the proposed light at Skillin Road and Route 100 and 

the left turn lane at Main Street and Blanchard Road. 

Town Manager Shane said that we are still waiting to hear from MDOT.  It may take a couple more 

months to hear back for these requests.  

 

Mrs. Wright said that rather than extending the sidewalk from Town Hall to Twin Brook, she would 

rather see sidewalks from the bottom of Morrison’s Hill up toward Blackstrap Road.  

She would also like to see the Town consider getting access to Forest Lake for kayaking and canoeing.  

 

IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY   

 

18 – 025 To hear a report from the Assessor re: Property Audit and Current Ratio Status. 

Assessor, John Brushwein presented the following: 
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18 – 026 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Mass Gathering Permit for the Combat 

Veterans Motorcycle Association Maine 17-1 (The Crossroads Chapter) Rock, Ride & 

Remembrance event on August 11, 2018 from 1:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

The Public Relations Officer of the Veterans Motorcycle Association outlined the events that they are planning: 

a motorcycle charity ride, a classic car cruise-in, and a concert with 2 bands.  There will be food and drink 

vendors and the event will be open to the public. All proceeds will go to help Maine veterans.  

 

Chairman Edes opened the Public Hearing. 

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Edes closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Town Manager Shane said that this is a well-organized event and staff is recommending approval.  

 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to approve the Mass Gathering permit for the 

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Maine 17-1 (The Crossroads Chapter) Rock, Ride & Remembrance 

event on August 11, 2018 from 1:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

VOTE: 7-0  UNANIMOUS 
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18 – 027 To authorize the Town Manager to solicit appraisal proposals for the purchase of remaining 50 

(+/-) acres of Rines Forest.  

Town Manager Shane explained that the Town has the right of first refusal on the remaining 50 acres of land in 

the Rines Forest.  The right of first refusal will expire on August 1, 2019 and Mr. Rines has asked the Town if 

we are interested in purchasing the property.  If we are, the first step is to get an appraisal of the parcel.  The 

Chebeague and Cumberland Land Trust has reached out and said that they would like to help with the purchase 

by fundraising and paying for half of the appraisal.  This item is only to authorize the appraisal.  

 

Councilor Turner said that he is not in favor of the Town purchasing any more land.  He is hopeful that the Land 

Trust could pay for the majority of this.  

 

Councilor Stiles said that this piece would complete the Rines Forest. The Rines Forest is used for hunting and if 

this last parcel ends up with houses on it, the hunting area would be severely diminished.  He wants to see what 

the appraisal price comes back at. He is grateful that the Land Trust has offered to help with the purchase.  

 

Councilor Copp said that he agrees with Councilor Turner.  Do we really need this?  He has spoken to a lot of 

residents who complain about the cost of their property taxes.  He is in favor of getting the appraisal.  

 

Councilor Storey-King said that she will support getting the appraisal, but is not necessarily in favor of buying 

any more Town-owned land.  She would consider it if we could sell some of the land that we currently own.  

 

Councilor Gruber said that he is very involved with the Lands and Conservation Commission and the Land 

Trust.  He is leaning toward being in favor of the purchase.  

 

Councilor Bingham said that he feels that this will complete the Rines Forest and he does not believe that we 

would be generating a significant amount of tax revenue if it were developed.  He wants to see what the appraisal 

comes back at.  It is also helpful that the Land Trust has offered their assistance and we can pay for this over 4 

years.  

 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Gruber, to authorize the Town Manager to obtain an 

appraisal for the 50 (+/-) acres of Rines Forest, not presently owned by the Town, and to develop a proposal, 

financing plan and a draft Purchase and Sale Agreement for consideration by the Town Council at a future public 

hearing. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

18 – 028 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Liquor License application for Rachel’s On 

the Green from March 29, 2018 to March 29, 2019.  

Town Manager Shane said that the application is complete and staff is recommending approval. 

 

Chairman Edes opened the Public Hearing.  

Public discussion: None 

Chairman Edes closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to approve the Liquor License application for 

Rachel’s On the Green from March 29, 2018 to March 29, 2019. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 
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18 – 029  To appoint William Longley as Code Enforcement Officer from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 

2019. 

Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to appoint William Longley as Code Enforcement 

Officer from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

18 – 030 To authorize the Town Manager to execute an easement deed with Fred Kinney for the 

Blanchard Road pump station through March 2027. 

Town Manager Shane explained that we have water in West Cumberland because of this pump station.  Mr. 

Kinney has continued to work with the Town by allowing this pump station on his property.  This action will 

continue our current arrangement with Mr. Kinney through March 2027. 

 

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to authorize the Town Manager to execute an 

easement deed with Fred Kinney for the Blanchard Road pump station through March 2027. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

18 – 031 To hear a recommendation from the Ordinance Committee regarding the upcoming 

Conservation Subdivision Ordinance.  

Councilor Storey-King explained that the Conservation Subdivision Committee has been very hard at work and 

has a workshop planned for next week with the Planning Board. She met with the Town Manager and Planning 

Board Chairman and it was decided that the Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on the Conservation 

Subdivision Ordinance and then forward it to the Council with a recommendation.  

 

 

18 – 032 To set a Public Hearing date of March 26th to consider and act on forwarding a Contract Zone 

Agreement for John Paynter, 445 Greely Road Extension, to the Planning Board for a Public 

Hearing and recommendation. 

Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to set a Public Hearing date of March 26th to 

consider and act on forwarding a Contract Zone Agreement for John Paynter, 445 Greely Road Extension, to the 

Planning Board for a Public Hearing and recommendation. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

Councilor Bingham – Arthur Butler passed away recently.  He was the former MSAD 51 

Transportation Director.  Condolences to his family.  

 

Councilor Gruber – He attended the State of Maine Conservation Commission annual meeting with 

a few members of our own Lands and Conservation Commission members.  This community has 

really accomplished a lot over the past few years in regard to our conservation efforts.  

 

Councilor Storey-King – The Ordinance Committee met recently to review the Mass Gathering 

Ordinance, the Lands & Conservation and Coastal Waters Ordinances.   

 

She met with Kristina Egan of the Greater Portland Council of Governments last week.  They are 

looking for a nomination of a community member to sit on a “Purple” Regional Voice Committee 

who will advocate for regional funding for roads and infrastructure.   The committee’s first goal is to 
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create a briefing book for the candidates running for governor and to host a forum in the fall for the 

candidates.  

 

Councilor Copp – He asked the Town Manager how much the Town has spent on road salt this 

year. He wants the public to be aware. 

  Town Manger Shane responded $120,000. 

 

Chairman Edes – None 

 

Councilor Stiles – He urged everyone to donate to the 4-H auction to benefit the food pantry.  If 

1,000 residents of Cumberland and North Yarmouth donate just $10, he will reach his goal of 

$10,000.  He thanked the Council members for their continued support and donations to this worthy 

cause.  

 

Councilor Turner – None 

 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Copp, to adjourn. 

VOTE:  7-0  UNANIMOUS 

TIME:   8:20 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Brenda L. Moore 

Council Secretary 

  


