Town Council Minutes
01-22-07

MINUTES
CUMBERLAND TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Town Council Chambers, 290 Tuttle Road

Monday, January 22, 2007
7:00 p.m. – CALL TO ORDER
Present:  Chairman Moriarty, Councilors Copp, Damon, Storey-King, Turner, Stiles and Porter. 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
January 8, 2007
Motion by Councilor Stiles to approve with corrections noted; seconded by Councilor Damon.
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

II. MANAGER’S REPORT 
· MOSES program available now for online licensing of hunting, fishing, and registration of vehicles, snowmobiles, and boats.   
· Waterline work on Blanchard/Skillins Road.
· Received a Certificate of Appreciation from the 4-H Swiners Club for the providing town facilities for meeting usage.
· January 29th workshop with the Twin Brook Advisory Committee re: update on facility plan. Will not be televised.

· David Higgins, Bruce Hill Road, has donated $1,600 for fire equipment purchase; an “accountability” board that identifies on scene fire responders.

· Requested an Executive Session this evening to discuss property acquisition.  

· Waterline project on Skillins Road re: 16” water main from Fairgrounds to Pond Shore Drive; to be finished by July 1, 2008. Road construction project is on hold due to state funding delay. Hope to have hydrants and water services working for July 1, 2007.

· Requested a public hearing be set to discuss the acceptance of credit cards for payment of taxes. We will contract with a third party firm to accept credit card transactions on behalf of the town, with the resident charged a service fee.  Hope to have this in place by March 1, 2007, in time for tax payment period.

· Requested a meeting date to consider extending the wharf agreement with the town of Yarmouth for another year.  Town of Yarmouth has already approved it.  This will give the town of Chebeague some “breathing room.”

III. PUBLIC DISCUSSION
None.

IV. LEGISLATION AND POLICY
07 – 010.
To consider and act on a request from the Boy Scouts Pine Tree Council re: use of cook stoves and space heater during a scouting badge event on Saturday, February 3, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Twin Brook Recreation Area.

Chairman Moriarty explained the nature of the request was changed and was therefore tabled at the last council meeting in order to allow reconsideration by the Twin Brooks Committee, which met on January 16th.  The committee has reviewed the request a second time and is recommending approval.  

Mr. Tony Bessey, District Scout Director, presented the request. The scouting event is known as a “Klondike Derby” where boy or cub scouts pull a sled through an obstacle course consisting of several skill challenges; one of which is a fire skill challenge. Scouts under the age of 11 are involved. A heating tent will be available to warm participants, volunteers and adult supervisors. They have requested this exception because the policy permits grills on the Tuttle Road side of Twin Brook, however, the town staff expressed concern that the trails are used fairly heavily by cross country skiers.   The Greely Road side was suggested instead. “We certainly didn’t want to interfere with their activities.”   
Councilor Damon asked if spectators are present.  “It is possible,” but most spectators will be family members or troop committee members.  Councilor Porter confirmed that this does not qualify for a Mass Gathering Permit, either minor or major.  Councilor Stiles requested proper fire safety measures be in place as a result of the use of the heaters. 
Motion by Councilor Porter, seconded by Councilor Damon, to approve the request from the Boy Scouts Pine Tree Council to use cook stoves and a space heater during its scouting badge event on Saturday, February 3, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Twin Brook Recreation Area. 
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0
07 – 011.
To act on a request from the Island Commons Resource Center to sponsor its pending CDBG grant proposal.

Town Manager Shane described this grant proposal as an “exciting opportunity” to add 2,400 square feet to the facility.  The Island Commons is a registered 501C3.  Ms. Kelley Rich stated this addition will “add an influx of excitement out there.  This is a great opportunity for us … to sponsor a project that would have a tremendous project” on the island. The project budget is over $600,000 and the manager recommended the Island Commons seek a grant for the full amount.  Other towns will compete for the grant funding, but this is the “only one that I know of directly to date that involves people.”   The Island Commons is requesting the town sponsor the application. “There are no strings attached to this application” but the town must endorse the project to go forward, explained Town Manager Shane.

Sally Tubbesing, winter resident of Freeport, spoke in favor of the grant applications.  She and her siblings feel the care received by her parents “defines community based in a way that I’ve never known it. “  
Motion by Councilor Copp, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to approve a request from the Island Commons Resource Center to sponsor its pending CDBG grant proposal.
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0
07 – 012.
Public hearing to consider and act on the Cumberland Property Tax Assistance Ordinance.

Chairman Moriarty indicated a workshop was held November 20, 2006 and an oral report given by the Assessor on December 18, 206.  A subcommittee of the council consisting of councilors Stiles, Copp, and Storey-King, developed the ordinance.  Committee Chairman William Stiles explained this ordinance provides a vehicle to provide property tax assistance to senior citizens aged 70 and over.  No commitment is made with the adoption of this ordinance; appropriation of monies to fund assistance is to be made on an annual basis.  Councilor Porter requested again that “or his or her designee” be added to the ordinance language.  Councilor Copp indicated he received a call from a Scarborough citizen who is considering a similar ordinance.
Motion by Councilor Storey-King, seconded by Councilor Stiles, to adopt the Cumberland Property Tax Assistance Ordinance.
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0
07 – 013.
Public hearing to consider accepting taxes and penalties and releasing lien on property at Map R03, Lot 10A.
TABLE Indefinitely
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to table indefinitely. 
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0
07 – 014.
Reappoint Town Clerk as Registrar for the term January 1. 2007 through December 31, 2008.
Motion by Councilor Damon, seconded by Councilor Copp, to reappoint the Town Clerk as Cumberland Voter
Registrar for the term January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2008.
VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

07 – 015.
Set a public hearing date of February 12, 2007 to consider and act on the Rines Forest Facility Use Policy.
Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to set a public hearing date of February 12, 2007 to 

consider and act on the Rines Forest Facility Use Policy.

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

07 – 016.
To discuss and adopt a Council Order re: the two At-Large Council seats for the June 2007 election and subsequent 3 year intervals. 

Chairman Moriarty explained there will be two at-large council seats open simultaneously due to the conversion of the Chebeague Island seat to a fourth at-large seat.  Discussion occurred regarding designating two separate “but parallel” elections or one vote with the winners defined as the two top vote getters. This order establishes that the two at-large council seats will be held through a single ballot question with the understanding that the two top vote getters this year would be sworn as follows: the top vote getter would be sworn in on the first Monday following the June 2007 election and the second highest vote getter will be seated as the newly elected fourth at-large councilor and shall be sworn to office no earlier than July 1, 2007.  In 2010, and the three year intervals thereafter, the two individuals receiving the most votes for the two at-large seats will be seated as councilors at-large as provided for in town charter. The Town Attorney has indicated this process may be established through the adoption of this order.

Motion by Councilor Porter, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to adopt Council Order #07-015 as follows:





COUNCILOR ORDER




RE: CONDUCT OF AT-LARGE COUNCIL ELECTION

ORDERED, that pursuant to the amendment to the Cumberland Town Charter adopted at the November 7, 2006 election establishing a fourth at-large council seat in lieu of the Chebeague Island seat, the Cumberland Town Council hereby ordains that the initial election for said fourth at-large seat to be held in June 2007 shall be combined with the existing councilor at-large election and the two (2) individuals receiving the most votes for the two (2) at-large positions shall be seated as councilors at-large, provided that following the June 2007 election, the second highest vote getter will be seated as the newly elected fourth at-large councilor and shall be sworn to office no later than July 1, 2007, and provided further that at three-year intervals following the June 2007 election, the two (2) individuals receiving the most votes for the two (2) at-large positions shall be seated as councilors at-large.

Councilor Stiles indicated he would rather see two separate ballot races because it provides candidates the opportunity to campaign against a known individual.  “You can so do that” he explained.  Councilor Damon responded, “I would hope that people would vote for the two strongest candidates.”  Councilor Porter believes “more people would run” under this proposal. “More people will feel comfortable running for office.”

VOTE:

PASSAGE 6-1 (Councilor Stiles)

At this time, the council took up the two issues requested by the Town Manager.

V. NEW BUSINESS
Councilor Stiles moved, seconded by Councilor Copp, to set a public hearing date of February 12, 2007 to consider accepting credit cards as a tax payment vehicle. 

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

Councilor Stiles moved, seconded by Councilor Storey-King to set a public hearing date of February 12, 2007 to consider a one-year extension to the wharf agreement with the town of Yarmouth.

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

Councilor Copp – equipment on the road in Skillins; take caution and be cautious.
Councilor Storey-King – reminder that you have nine days to register your dog; suggested town consider offering a dog registration rabies day. Manager will speak with ACO about a rabies clinic.  
Councilor Damon – 2/12 is Lincoln’s Birthday – come prepared to discuss.  Some members of the Transition Team are meeting four times per week; thanked Bill Shane, Steve Moriarty and Nadeen Daniels for their assistance. 
Councilor Turner – asked Manager about his earlier question re: trash bag sizes and quality.  Manager indicated there has been no change to either.   
Councilor Porter – meeting regarding the Forest Lake Access; Lands & Conservation Commission will conduct a site walk; received preliminary info that 800 surveys have been returned (34%); senior units at the Foreside received an extension due to late receipt of surveys; noted passing of Henley Denning, a 1988 GHS graduate - “many people grieving in the area and hopefully her mission will continue.”
VI. ADJOURNMENT
VII. Exec Session

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to recess to Executive Session.

TIME:

7:49 p.m.

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to return from Executive Session.
TIME:

8:34 p.m.

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

Motion by Councilor Stiles, seconded by Councilor Turner, to adjourn.

TIME:

8:34 p.m.

VOTE:

UNANIMOUS PASSAGE 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Nadeen M. Daniels, CMC
Town Clerk[image: image1.png]
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