
Maine Legislature 
passes the Sinclair Act, 

incentivizing small towns 
to consolidate. 

Goal: High school 
enrollments of  at least 

300 students.

Cumberland, North 
Yarmouth, and Pownal 

consider consolidating–
although even together, 

there are fewer than 300 
high school students.

Cumberland’s high 
school space problems 
are urgent. A 3-part 

building plan is 
developed, to be used 
either in a district or 

alone. 

Consolidation studies 
are ongoing. 

The 
FirsT VoTe

North Yarmouth
approves, 190-31

 Pownal approves, 137-23
   BUT

The towns continue to 
debate the pros and cons 

of consolidation
 Another vote  is taken 

in May, 1963.

 1963

                 North 
               Yarmouth 
  voters, “turned down twice” for consolidation,
          decline an offer to contract with Greely, vote to 
         allow students to continue choosing which high
                  school they will attend, and decide to
                                        explore other possibilities.

    North Yarmouth 
      seeks an affordable solution for 7th 
     and 8th grade program needs. All grades in 
     NYMS are overcrowded. Pownal students are attending 
    one-room schoolhouses heated by woodstoves, so they look 
    for other possible partners. Cumberland courts Yarmouth and 
                          Falmouth because it can’t afford all the space it 
                                                       needs on its own.

1964

Greely 
creeps 

toward the         
“magic” number 
of  300 students 
and construction

   on the second
  part of  the new high 
  school is starting. 
  There’s a race for space.

More pressure. School 
opens, and Gyger Gym 
is declared obsolete. 

Basketball teams have 
to go on the road for 

home games.

High school 
students move 
to the first wing 
of  the new high school. 
Junior high students move 
into the original Greely 
Institute building.

In October, 1965 a 
two-town committee recommends 
immediately purchasing property on Tuttle Road (where an 
old chicken house sits) and constructing a 16-classroom 
elementary school; building a gym and cafetorium at the high 
school; and adding classroom space for grades 7-12.

The committee 
recommends a vote on a   

district as soon as possible 
and holds meetings to 
explain their findings. 
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1960
The classroom wing 
of  the future high 

school is approved and 
constructed, and occupied 

by junior high students.

1961

Take
a deep
breath.

Take
another 

deep
breath.

In November, 1962 
the issue is brought 

 to a vote in 
all three 
towns.

The seconD VoTe
Cumberland votes to approve, 
but there’s a ballot mixup on 

Chebeague, and the state is called 
in for a recount.

In Feb.1964 North Yarmouth signs a 
5-year contract with Cumberland, 
but warns that if  further study 
of  consolidation isn’t part of  

the bargain they will be forced 
to consider Gray. 

and then ...

1965 

The 
Final 
Vote

   January, 1966

1966 

Cumberland: 
396-360.

 1962

THIS WOULD ALL BE FEASIBLE ONLY IF A DISTRICT WERE FORMED.

MsAD 51.


