Headlines...    
· Open House Nears – Saturday, April 11th 

· Scholarship Club Trade-In Returns

· New Member Orientation – Saturday, April 18th 

· Membership Book - Timing and Advertising

· The Maine State Golf Association Move Complete
· Men’s Member-Guest Survey Results
· Bickford Named Greely Golf Coach
· Val Halla to ‘Reverse the Nines’ in 2009 
· Details below...
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Val Halla Open House – Saturday, April 11th 
Open House will be on a Saturday from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM this year; Masters Weekend (Sunday, April 12th is Easter).  This is a great time to meet and greet everyone and see how the winter has treated your golf game.  It’s also a great time this year to look at the changes to the MSGA’s Banquet Center and visit their new offices; sign up for leagues and tournaments; sign up for a handicap; and sign up for junior programs for the spring summer and fall.  At the conclusion of Open House, the Masters will be on in the Viking Grill until it’s conclusion that day.
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Scholarship Club Trade-In Returns for Second Year    

During Open House, we will be running a Scholarship Club Trade-In program where you can trade-in your used clubs towards new clubs with a portion of the proceeds going towards the Val Halla Golf Association Scholarship Fund.  There are approximately 3,000 lines of club values and we will post them to the website shortly…
New Member Orientation – Saturday, April 18th    

All new members are invited to a New Member Orientation on Saturday, April 18th from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM.  We will discuss tee times, handicaps, tournaments and any general questions that may arise.  We will hold this orientation in the Viking Grill.
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Membership Book – Timing & Advertising 
Historically, we have printed the Membership Book in time for Open House and every year we exclude all the members who join during Open House.  This year we are going to wait until after Open House to hit the presses and include everyone who joins at Open House.  We will also hold a phone number verification process at Open House during sign-up so we have the number you want posted in the membership book and on our website.  Following Open House, we will send the book to press and it should be ready in time for your first round at Val Halla!

We are currently looking for advertisers who support the printing of our membership book.  The membership book has evolved over time as the ‘go to publication’ for the golf course and the membership.  

As the website plays a more vital role, much of the same information will be available on our website.  Thus, if you are interested in advertising, we will include you or your company in both the membership book as well as a prominent place on our website.  We will include a link on the Val Halla website to your website as well.
Please contact Brian Bickford at bbickford@pga.com for more information.
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Maine State Golf Association Move Complete!
The MSGA renovation and relocation to Val Halla is complete and is very impressive for two reasons.  First, the quality of work and the blending of the offices into existing space leaves one wondering if any changes were made at all.  Second, the Banquet Center remains in tact for large functions and outside golf tournaments.    
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Men’s Member-Guest Survey Results
The Val Halla Golf Association conducted an online survey to gather data on the Men’s Member guest tournament.  Over sixty members completed the survey providing great input to the Member Guest tournament planning process.  As a result this year’s tournament will feature a number of changes aimed at increasing participation and making the tournament a signature event at Val Halla.  Some of the highlights for 2009 dictated by the survey results:

· The event date moves back to Labor Day weekend  

· The tournament proper will be 2 days, Saturday and Sunday ONLY

· There will be an optional practice round on Friday followed by events in the Viking Grill

· The tournament format will be Stroke play by handicapped flights, flight and overall competition, so unlike previous years the size of the field is limited only by the capacity of the golf course. 

Based upon suggestions received on the survey we are also exploring additional events throughout the weekend along with the many VHGA Member Guest traditional events.

The Association will be taking reservation deposits for the Member Guest at the Open House.  Deposits will hold a spot until full payment is due August 1st. 

2009 Val Halla Men’s Member Guest

Labor Day Weekend  September 5th – 6th
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Mark your calendar…

And invite your buddy today…you knucklehead!!
Bickford Named Greely Golf Coach

Brian Bickford recently accepted the Greely Golf Coach position making him only the fourth golf coach in Greely golf history.  Preceding Bickford was Jerry Smith (1968-1978); Gary Rees (1979-2000); and Barry Mothes (2001-2008).  Hats off to Coach Mothes, who recently coached Greely to a hockey state championship!
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Val Halla to ‘Reverse the Nines’ in 2009
Val Halla will be ‘reversing the nines’ beginning on opening day 2009.  For many long-time Val Halla members this will be a significant and awkward change.  

At the same time, the holes have been re-sloped for difficulty (for the men by the MSGA) using 4-years worth of data (stroke play format) and to no one’s surprise, Hole 18 is the number one handicap hole.  Scorecards are being developed and granite stones will be changed.  The new 18th hole, formerly the 9th hole, will now finish in front of the Viking Grill.  No pressure…

For Jeff Corson, who always complained about teeing off Hole 10, we will eliminate his complaining by starting him off Hole 1 next year!  Don’t tell him it’s the same darn hole.  (  

Big Ol’ Fish
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Dave McCarthy caught this big ol’ fish on Sebago Lake in January (I mean at University Park Golf Course in Sarasota, FL).  You should have seen the one that got away!
Please forward newsworthy information for future newsletter inclusion to Brian at bbickford@pga.com .  
