Headlines...    
· The Maine State Golf Association begins renovations.  

· Viking Grill to be run by Sparrow's Nest, Inc. 

· Meet Charlie Sparrow and Austin Robinson. 

· Digging Around "Pump House Water Intake" on Hole 2 Underway. 

· Val Halla to attend 2009 Portland Golf Expo. 

· Board of Trustees approves a "Risk Free Membership" in an effort to increase the value of joining Val Halla for low-volume members.  

· Scott Sirois hits Val Halla's Shot-of-the-Year! 

· Val Halla Member Updates. 

· Details below...

    
Maine State Golf Association Begins Renovations   

On January 1st, the MSGA began renovating the Banquet Center for an April 1st relocation of their Yarmouth offices to Cumberland.  The renovations will be isolated to the entrance and storage areas upstairs and the old "break room" downstairs.  This will allow for minimal impact on rentable space of the Banquet Center and allow the MSGA to continue to hold all golf outings and large weddings.   See a copy of the blueprints to the left. .
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Viking Grill to be run by Sparrow's Nest   

Dear Val Halla Members and Residents of the Town of Cumberland:  

Please allow us to introduce ourselves as your new food and beverages hosts at Val Halla Golf and Recreation Center's Viking Grill. As avid golfers ourselves, we look forward to serving you this summer at Val Halla.               

We are Charlie Sparrow and Austin Robinson and we've started a new business called The Sparrow's Nest, LLC, which will be doing business as The Viking Grill while at Val Halla. We'll be able to meet all of your beverage needs, both for the Viking Grill and the Val Halla Banquet Center, which this year will be run by the Maine State Golf Association, Inc. We will partner with the MSGA, too, to serve all of your golfing food and beverage needs.               

Some highlights that we think you'll be interested in about our business:   

1. Because we are golfers, too, we understand your needs to get something quick while you're on the turn; 

2. Because we like to eat and, as they say, breakfast is the most important meal of the day, we will be opening up daily between 7 and 7:30 a.m.; 

3. And because we understand the social aspect of golf, we will be staying open every evening until at least a half-hour after sunset to ensure that all golfers have the opportunity to avail themselves of our services; 

4. And finally, because we understand business, we have dedicated ourselves to keeping these hours, no matter what the traffic and no matter what the weather.   

We will keep our food fare simple and our prices reasonable; however, if there's something you would like to see on the menu, please don't hesitate to ask! We'll be doing daily specials and are always willing to try something new, especially if we know it's something our customers want.   

As members of Val Halla, you're part of a very special town, and we'd like you to help us in welcoming all the non-golfing members of the community to come and join you for breakfast or lunch at the club. We want to be good neighbors, and we understand that it takes a village to raise a child. As members of this unique golf course that welcomes junior golfers, you are members of that village raising your neighborhood children. These children are the golfers of the future, and along with their parents, they'll help us to grow the game of golf here in our town and across the state. With the MSGA's help, Val Halla is sure to become a destination for golfers from all over the country!   

Please introduce yourselves the next time you're at Val Halla. Beginning April 15th, we'll be there every day, all day. You can count on us. Again, we look forward to serving you. Together we can make an already great club even better!     

Yours in golf,   

Charlie Sparrow and Austin Robinson   
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An Introduction to Charlie Sparrow and Austin Robinson
While technically a native of Maine, as he was born here some 50-odd years ago, Charlie has been living in Texas for the last 23 years, serving the Bryan Fire Department in central Texas, between Austin and Houston. He retired last March as a lieutenant and moved back to Maine, where his mother also lives.              

As a firefighter, Charlie worked one day on and two days off, giving him ample time to pursue other interests. One of those interests was working for a catering business specializing in barbecue. Charlie had worked as an assistant manager for his father, Gene Sparrow, at the Penobscot Valley Country Club in the mid-1980s and liked the food service business. It was while at Penobscot Valley that he met MSGA Executive Director Nancy Storey, with whom he now lives. Nancy worked at PVCC for the elder Sparrow while she was attending the University of Maine. After 23 years, she and Charlie reacquainted two years ago and now the two look forward to coming to Val Halla. As you may remember, Nancy worked at Val Halla in high school and college, as well, and even served as the first club manager when Val Halla became its own entity apart from the recreation department in 1986. Nancy likes to say that Catholics are the only ones who "can always come home."               

Charlie, who says he's from "southern Bangor" – you'll know him by the southern twang – loves his barbecue and smoked meat, and Val Halla's signature sandwich this summer will likely be a barbecued beef brisket. Try finding that at other golf courses on the regular menu!               

Austin Robinson met Charlie through Nancy three years ago, and the two became fast friends. You'll find something vaguely familiar about Austin when you meet him and his bold personality – he's reminiscent of long-time Val Halla member Maynard Robinson, who happens to be a second cousin. Although shorter in stature, Austin is as big in stories, and his love for golf is real. He's worked in many aspects of the game, both retail and food service, as he worked as a cook and bartender at Biddeford-Saco while Nancy was the club manager there, after leaving Val Halla in 1991.               

Austin is a retired master electrician who likes variety in life. He likes to create things, and cooking allows him some creative outlet. You should taste the pumpkin bread and chocolate cashew fudge he makes for Christmas! While originally from South Portland, Austin has adopted some of Charlie's love for all things Texas – including the hat and boots. The good thing about being a cowboy is that, by definition, if you starch your shirt and jeans and add a black hat and boots, you're dressed up. Cowboy formal is what they call it.               

But don't expect to find either Charlie or Austin in jeans on the golf course. They both respect the etiquette of the game, and have an understanding of the rules as well. Austin carries about a 12 handicap while Charlie's handicap spiked to a 15 last summer as he tried to adjust to northern greens. Both have played at the state level in MSGA events, and Austin is the reigning MSGA Class C champion for players with handicaps over 13.0. He'll leave that title up to Charlie to try and win this summer, as he'll move to the B division.   

Austin has served as a rules official for the MSGA's major championships the past two years, and Charlie worked last summer for the MSGA as a volunteer as well. They have a great appreciation for MSGA's Junior Director Tom Kimball – another Val Halla long-time member – and all TK has done to make the game better for kids here in Maine. You can be sure Charlie and Austin will help reinforce TK's life lessons that he's teaching the juniors, those of respect, honor, integrity and courage.        
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Digging Around "Pump House Water Intake" on Hole 2 Underway 
The silt build-up around the water intake pipe on Hole 2 was really noticeable when the pond was drained this year.  Thus, the Town of Cumberland is improving the depth of the pond on 2nd hole around that intake to ensure that the new irrigation system has plenty of water and less silt for the near future.          

 

Val Halla at the Portland Golf Expo 
After a 2 year hiatus from the Portland Golf Expo, Val Halla returns to Maine's largest golf expo Saturday, March 14th and Sunday March 15th.  The following was taken from the Portland Golf Expo website:   Packed into Expo hours (9-5 on Saturday and 9-3 on Sunday) is a lineup that can only celebrate the 15th year of this spring staple: 

· Non-stop clinics that focus on swing technique, rules and philosophy, health and injury prevention. 

· Prizes and give-aways valued at thousands of dollars. 

· Another huge display by Joe & Leigh's Discount Pro Shop. 

· Demo clubs from Titleist, Cobra, Cleveland, Callaway, Odyssey, Adams, Square Two, Tour Edge, Wilson, Top-Flite, Hogan and others. 

· P3ProSwing simulators/analyzers. 

· Contests, too, including putting, long drive, and closest to pin. 

· And a broad range of discount opportunities for travel to regional golf courses, including New Hampshire and Cape Cod. 

For admissions and other Expo information go to http://www.portlandgolfexpo.com .  
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Val Halla's "Shot-of-the-Year!" 

Although there were many, Scott Sirois' double-eagle on the 9th hole was incredible for two reasons.  First, Scott knocked in a hybrid from 226 yards for a score of 2 on a par 5.  Second, Scott was 2 strokes down to Captain Whitney going into the 9th hole.  Captain made a very respectable 5 but lost the front 1 down.  Ouch. 

Honorable (or not so honorable) mention goes to Scott Johnson during a lesson this past summer.  Scott was having a little trouble feeling where he was hitting the ball on the clubface (heel, toe, etc.).  We applied a piece of "contact tape" to the club face and let Scott swing.  His next swing felt like a "shank" but the ball went straight.  Puzzled, we looked at the tape and to our amazement we say two contact impressions; one in the area on the hosel and the other on the toe.  Quick analysis:  Scott hit the first ever recorded shank-toe.  After further analysis, we assessed Scott a two-shot penalty for double-hitting the golf ball and quickly ended the lesson. 
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"Risk Free Membership" Adds Value to Low Volume Members All golfers in these economic times are making tough decisions regarding the value they receive for the money they spend….golf is not immune to these types of decisions.  Every year many golfers make a decision to join or rejoin based on their ability to project play into the future.  This benefit now makes that decision a lot easier for those people not sure what the future will allow for "golf time" in their daily lives. At their December meeting, the Board of Trustees approved a novel concept of a "Risk Free Membership."  With an eye towards keeping our low volume members, Val Halla will now guarantee 20 rounds of golf to everyone who purchases or has purchased a 2009 membership. Why wouldn't I simply not join and pay greens fees?  Simply put, a membership at Val Halla has its privileges…10-day advance tees times; 25% discount on guest fees; and ability to play in Golf Association tournaments.  Additionally, in 99% of the cases, if you don't join and decide to pay greens fees you simply won't play.  For some strange reason joining and paying once is simpler than trying to find money every time you want to play. The following is a summary of the details behind the plan: 

· A "Risk Free Membership" is defined as a guarantee that each member will play 20 rounds of golf in 2009.  

· If a member plays less than 20 rounds of golf in any given year, a credit will be awarded in the subsequent year on a prorated basis for the difference between the number of rounds played and 20 rounds of golf.  

· The maximum carry-forward or credit in any given year is 40% or 8 rounds.    

· A round of golf is defined as a "swipe" of your membership card in the Pro Shop prior to proceeding to the first tee.  A round of golf is not necessarily 18 holes.  

· This applies to all of the membership categories.  

· In the situation of a Couples Membership, it is possible that one person may play more than the other person.  The individual playing the most will be compared to the Single Membership rate in effect and the individual playing least will be compared to the difference between the Single and Couples Membership rate for calculation of the credit (should it apply).  

· A credit earned in a preceding year can only be used in the subsequent year and not beyond.  For example, a credit earned in 2009 can only be applied if rejoining in 2010 (and not 2011 or beyond).    

· A credit is only applicable for the same type of membership…i.e. a Couples Membership carry forward applies only to a future Couples Membership (not a Single Membership). 

Scenarios: 

· Example 1…Player A joins Val Halla in 2009 for $699 and plays 12 times.  Player A would receive a credit for $280 towards the purchase of a 2010 membership. 

· Example 2…Player A and Player B join as a Couple for $1199.  Player A plays 30 times and Player B plays 12 times.  Player B would receive a credit for $200 (or $1199-$699 times 40%) towards a 2010 Couples Membership. 

· Example 3… Player A and Player B join as a Couple for $1199.  Player A plays 12 times and Player B plays 12 times.  Player A would receive a credit for $280 ($699 times 40%) and Player B would receive a credit for $200 (or $1199-$699 times 40%).  The total credit would equal $480 or 40% of $1199 towards a 2010 Couples membership. 

· Example 4…Player A plays 20 9-hole rounds of golf.  No credit earned.   
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Val Halla Member Updates 
· Long-time Val Halla member and friend Constance Lee (Motherwell) Morton, of Falmouth, surrounded by family at her home, died peacefully on Friday, Dec. 26, 2008, following a courageous battle with cancer.  A gathering of friends and family and a memorial service will be held on Sunday, May 3, from 2 to 3 p.m. followed by a memorial service at 3 p.m. at Lindquist Funeral Home, 1 Mayberry Lane, Yarmouth. 

  

· Jack McCarthy has been in and out of the hospital three times this winter.  Last check he is home and doing fine.  Personally, I knew he was feeling better when he asked me about tee times for the spring…a little outside our 10-day window but that's Jack…always thinking and planning ahead! 

  

· Ted Bonville turns an even 60 in a few days!  I could have won a million dollars if I asked people to guess Ted's age.

  

· Brian Bickford has been honing his golf game at Undercovergolf on Marginal Way this winter.  A swank place where you enter with a key-farb rather than a "manned" indoor golf place.  Check it out at www.undercovergolf.com.  If you interested in a lesson; want to play a round; hit a bucket of balls; or putt on their large indoor putting green, please feel free to email Brian.  Next week, however, it's off to the PGA Show in snowy Orlando.   

Please forward newsworthy information for future newsletter inclusion to Brian at bbickford@pga.com .  We particularly like anecdotal information about how our members and friends are doing!  Looking for the shot-of-the-year for 2008.      
