Headlines...    
· Val Halla Returns to the Portland Golf Expo

· Second Half of Membership Dues to be billed March 15th
· Val Halla to ‘Reverse the Nines’ in 2009
· Open House Nears – Saturday, April 11th 

· Membership Book and Website Sponsors Needed

· The Maine State Golf Association renovation nears completion.
· Shingles to be Replaced
· Men’s Member-Guest Survey

· Down Economy Doesn’t Damper Florida Trip

· Details below...
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Val Halla Returns to the Portland Golf Expo   

Val Halla will have a booth at the upcoming Portland Golf Expo on March 14th and 15th at the Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland.  This will be the first time in three years Val Halla will be present.  Information on our course, our programs and our rates will be available for the general public to view.  Please stop by and say “hi.”  For more information, please click on the following link… www.portlandgolfexpo.com .
Second Half Membership Dues to be Billed   

For those members selecting the Fall Option, which allowed you to lock-in your rate by paying half of your membership in the Fall, the second half of the dues will be billed to your credit card on March 15th.
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Val Halla to ‘Reverse the Nines’ in 2009
Val Halla will be ‘reversing the nines’ beginning on opening day 2009.  For many long-time Val Halla members this will be a significant and awkward change.  

At the same time, the holes have been re-sloped for difficulty (for the men by the MSGA) using 4-years worth of data (stroke play format) and to no one’s surprise, Hole 18 is the number one handicap hole.  Scorecards are being developed and granite stones will be changed.  The new 18th hole, formerly the 9th hole, will now finish in front of the Viking Grill.  No pressure…

For Jeff Corson, who always complained about teeing off Hole 10, we will eliminate his complaining by starting him off Hole 1 next year!  Don’t tell him it’s the same darn hole.  (  

Val Halla Open House – Saturday, April 11th 
Open House will be on a Saturday from 10:00am to 2:00pm this year but will stay on Masters Weekend (Sunday, April 12th is Easter).  This is a great time to meet and greet everyone and see how the winter has treated your golf game.  It’s also a great time this year to look at the changes to the MSGA’s Banquet Center and visit their new offices; sign up for leagues and tournaments; sign up for a handicap; and sign up for junior programs for the spring summer and fall.  At the conclusion of Open House, the Masters will be on in the Viking Grill until it’s conclusion that day.
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Membership Book and Website Sponsors Needed 
We are currently looking for advertisers who support the printing of our membership book.  The membership book has evolved over time as the ‘go to publication’ for the golf course and the membership.  

As the website plays a more vital role, much of the same information will be available on our website.  Thus, if you are interested in advertising, we will include you or your company in both the membership book as well as a prominent place on our website.  We will include a link on the Val Halla website to your website as well.
Please contact Brian Bickford at bbickford@pga.com for more information.
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Maine State Golf Association Renovation Update
The MSGA renovation and relocation to Val Halla is nearly completion and is very impressive for two reasons.  First, the quality of work and the blending of the offices into existing space leaves one wondering if any changes were made at all.  Second, the Banquet Center remains in tact for large functions and outside golf tournaments.  This is truly amazing as there will be eight people relocating on a permanent basis from Yarmouth to Cumberland within a matter of days.  
Shingles to be Replaced
Early this spring, Val Halla’s entire building complex (from the Banquet Center to the Pro Shop) will be replacing the roof shingles.  With a little help from Mother Nature, we may be finishing around the time of Open House (but maybe not).  It’s a messy job but something that desperately needed to be completed (with proper venting this time which should improve longevity).  
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Men’s Member-Guest Survey

Currently there are only about 50 responses to the Golf Association’s Men’s Member-Guest Survey.  We would really like a lot more responses.  Please don’t hesitate to give your opinion to the Executive Committee of the Association.
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Down Economy Doesn’t Damper Florida Trip
As many of you know, Brian usually attends the PGA Merchandise Show in Orlando every winter.  This year, however, was a unique year as the entire family attended the Show (thank goodness for frequent flier miles).  People we met include…Scotty Cameron (of Titleist putter fame); Bob Vokey (of Titleist wedge fame); Lorena Ochoa (LPGA #1 player); David Leadbetter and Dave Pelz (famous golf instructors); Corey Mansfield and Kevin Roberts (former Val Halla Head Golf Professionals); and Boo Weekly (of US Ryder Cup fame).
Family Favorites…Kyle liked meeting Scotty Cameron; Meghan liked talking to the colleges who offer the PGA PGM program; Cindy liked the mall across the street with over 100 shops; and Brian liked the seeing some many people he knew that he hadn’t seen for a while.
Overall golfer traffic was down about 5% according to the PGA but that was just fine with us as we really had a chance to meet with the vendors and hear their story for the upcoming year.  

With so much negativity around, maybe everyone should take the summer off and go play golf!  ( 
Please forward newsworthy information for future newsletter inclusion to Brian at bbickford@pga.com .  
